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«A Rrvuy tothe: Answe R Shen 
totheLs® Tru x, direfted bytheP xg 
TESTERS 70 their BxzTHREN, 


RivaisaEnD BRETHREN, 


"I Owards the riſing of owr TY at Edinburgh,there was 
'F tranſmitted to us from Jong by the hand of #nc of Jour Hume 
ber, a Reply to the Letter Which we bad formerly Written. 20: you, 
concerning your preſent way ; and finding, that not oxly youy own 

ofitive and expriſſe deſires do call for aw Anſmey to many PArIIoae 
-; contained therein \, but atſo you did fend it abroad' in Pring 
Within very few dayes after the firſt Copir theresf came jo onn 
band; ; Therefore 3n ordey to your ſatiafatton, and our own vindie 
cation,We found our ſelves engaged to make you this return. 4 


DRE wih that as co the way of your Anſwer unta 
OR, Us, you had been more open and clear; ours un» 
wr £2 you was ſubſcribed by one of our number 
in name of all the reſt, yours upto us comes an- 
P'S ſubſcribed, and without no wing ws expres in 
WIAS whole nawe it is; and when we defire toknow 
Tre it from the Reverend brother of your number, 
zho did tranfmit it unto vs, as he had in the firſt convoyance de- 
clared it not to be his own, ſo did he afterwards refuſe to ſhey us 


from wham it is -; Yet becauſe it was by the Moderator of 
pow ly 4nd ſor Common , tncloſes in a Li of 

n tg one © (eb wngggs goveng Mn bh an Eit un- 
29therelt of our Meeting; and becauſe all along it ſpeaks as in the 
awe of you all, 95 Nr the Podiick Refoloniany avd ve av- 
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move out of the way two prejudicts.that ſeem to ſtick with you in 
reference to ourlaſt, Oneis, That (as you alleadge)- Coplts there- 
of were ſpread before it came to your hands ; if avy thing.of that 
kind was done , is more then was warranted by us, yes, then we 
know; we were ſo little induſtrious in making it publick, that very 
few of our own number had a Copy of i-uiichf all the'Copies deſig 
ned:for you were firſt delivered ', and we cannot learn that, ſuch.as 
had them,have beenany. way aRtive in ſpreading of chem. The, orſfer 
is, that you ſeem to us to conceive, That we would faſten. all 

guilt of the Land-deſtroying ſins apon you, and take no ſhare there- 
of to our ſelves : If chat were the-queſtiov, wheeher both of us be 
guilry of theſe (ins that have progured and broughton, and do con- 
tinue theſe ſad judgments upon the Land, we:would deny what our 
own conſciences dayhie ſpeak anto us , if we did refuſe tro acknow+ 


. 


fedge our ſelves to be among the moſt guilty, For our fin alſo in all _ 


relations and ſtations, is all this wrath ypon the Land; and that we 
ipeak to you of fin and guilrinefſe, Is not to jurſtific-ont ſelyes,bue 
rom an earneſt deſire to have all theſe things ſeatehed'and known, 
and taken with, for which the Lord E6ntends both with you-an 
with us,and with all che Inhabitants of rhe Land,"thar rhe fame bes 
ing repented of, liis wrath may be turned oy. HA, 
© Now we'come unrd the matter of yout Anſwer, and pop. the 
whole,it is unto us mattet of forrow and'wonder, char allyoy pro» 
ceedings from the firſt to the laſt, ſince the ſaying of the mournfull 
foundation of theſe ſad Refolutions at Perarth unto this day, in'all 
your atts and,aRings,are owned, and defended, and —_— to 
be juſtifiedin every ritle thereof, We prievefor it, hechle' it vis 
more deeply ingraven upon our fpirigs, and von the ſpitſts 6f mt 
by of the godly thronghour che Land, then that, it cat! be eaſily'dele- 
re0, that for theſe things the Lord is wroth, and continnes to com 


+ by that Aſſembly atD»»dee;; the Aſs. of that. A 
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aker the Loyil thy God, phe * ad thee 


way,and FW 4-1 ff thew 19-40 in the _ 
waters of Sihor ? or, what 'baſt thow to dojzn the 


torr 'thee,and thy back- filings ſhall reprove thee, Know thetes 

he #24 ſee, that 114 an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt for- 
hee the Lord thy God, and that my fear #« not in thee, ſaith the 
Lord God of Hoſts: Behold, I wil plead With rhee,, becauſe rho 
ſayeſt, 1 have not finned : Why —_e f# thow | aboxt '/o mach to 
change'thy way ? thou alſe ſhal be aſhamed of Egypt, as thou waſt 
aſbamed of A jria.yea thou foals go forth from bins, and thy hawds 
wpon thy head, for't Lord bath rejefted thy confidences, and thou 
ſhalt mor proſper in them, How fad is it when the Prophets do/not 
diſcover Z50w's ihiquity,to turn away her captivity. We wonder 
atit,becauſe we know not how to reconcile it with the language of 
fiadry'able and gracious men ,” whom you account” tobe! of 'your 
way, who both-to our ſelves and others, ( whoſe report'doth deſerve 
to be truſted; )do dif-allow and condemn many of theſe things, the 
whok bulk whereof, withour excepring of any thing, ye do juſtifie 
and defend in your Anfwer: ; ſuch as your Warning at Pe4xth the 
26: of March 1651. inrwhich you apply the 'characters'of Malig- 
nants formerly given by this Church ro your Brethren 1; wh6' rhen 
were bearing teſtimony againſt the Publick Reſolutions. The A&R 


of che Commilſion'at Pearth about the ſame time, appointing ſuch - 


to he cenſured by their reſpeAive Presbyter'es ; the AR and/Letree 
of the Commitlion in ay thereafter , -appointing ſack ro becired 
to the General Aſſembly ; che eenſures homerapy me Brethften 
mblyforcenſy- 
ring allthoſe who do not acknowledge the authority, and: ſubmit 
6 theARs and Conftiturions-rhereof ; The Ac ar  Edindmnoh for 
removing theſe yew ray: from Presbyteries and” Sywvods, and 
excluding theſe ExpeRtancs from the Miniſtery, whorefufe ro paſſe 
frow the Pcoreſtation, &c. and-ſeverall other things in'your Papers 
and Proceedings. 
1: The firſtparcicular which we take noricel.of, /is , That though 
ybu-do not; purge theſe of your judgment from prejudices and jea- 
tonlics, yer/you are to alleadge,that our way doth free.them 
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#0 drink the waters of the river? thy own wickedneſſe ſhall ; 


£ being altogether groundleſle , yea! 
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gen Page + nu oo 
there is great ground of jea- 
loglic given by theſe of our judgment, veer: in our oo 
riagez but when we have ſeriquſly dered our own carriage, we 
do not. find it jultly lyable to ſuch a' charge, leaſt of all ean we judge 
it ſo, becauſe of bearing teſtunooy againſt that which is in contro» 
verlie berwixc you and us,and accompting the publick and profeſs'd 
Aythors and Abetrors thereof, in ſo far fcandalous , we ſect to in» 
volve fin, and a courſe of declining from the Lord, and though we 
were fewer then weare , and as deſtitute of power as you give us 
out to be , yet we would conceive our ſelves bound to ſpeak this 
much, no lee now, then if we had all that fulneſſe of power which 
you do imagine us roaime at /; we deſire nor to be led by that ſpir 
rit, nor to a by that principle. , which tedcheth men to ſpeak one 
thing when they are high, and another when they are low ; but you 
have in this clauſe handſomely wrapt up "ane of theſe myſteries 
which makes many of your number '(_ who can hardly [abide -the 
tryall in other chings ) - uncontravertably cenſurable, plead -for the 
Publick Reſolutions 3 and the two late Meetings at Dmndee and 
Edinbwurgh,as for life and death , and to be averſe from union with 
us,as that which may prove hurtfull cochem(clves: If che work of 
urgiog. the Lords Houſe of ſcandalous and.corrupt Officers , once 
ily beguo in this Land, ſhould be againſer og foot, this is the 
wotull jealoufie that harbours .in many breaſts , and doth oft times 
break our from their mouthes rg > re we dare not ſay, 
that they are altogether therein miſtaken, tor though we accompr 
many of theſe who are for the Publick Refoluzions, very worthy of 
z room and place in the Houſe of G OD, us meneminent both for 
graces and gifts,and heretofore much blefled of tht Lord, to be very 
inſtrumentall in the Work of Reformation ; which glory we hope 
he will yer give unto them to regain , though now in the deeps of 
his wiſdome they be for a little over» taken in a teniptation, yet our 
being few. in number,and dettitute of power, doth not hinder us in- 
genuouſly to profeſle, that-if the Lord ſhall thereunto call us , we 
would think ic our duty to be as forward and zealous in purging of 
his Houſe as ever; but that we have any unwarrantable aims or de- 
ſignes'for artaining and-inveſting our ſelves with power for that 
end ( as you doiofiouat ) is more then our own hearts charge us 
with,or you or any other are able to make good: If we were = am- 
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bitivys ire 60t! a ind tends movur as ſome give us 
our be, we tnight haply befdr@rhis raping of and exerciſed. 


48'mwuch power as might have broogheToine of cheſt mens fears up- 
on them; but we defire to 1 ndls ard _ upon him in his 
own way. Whether proundleG&Jealoufics,and alienation of mindes 
and wfionehaveſo Far prevailed wich you, asto make you reze& 
clear arid evidetit eruths/ concerning the Lords controverhie with the 
Land, \ve (hull hot now farther preſſe, but leave it unto bim unto 


in thetnfelves; Tris rhe matter 6Four mourning, that you who did 
hot long ago wallke'with'us im the ſame truths | 
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many ſubjeQs co beimployed -or -igtruſted/-in' the defence 6. the, 
Cave and Kingdom of GOD can ealily be given ; and that there. 
arefamous Proteſtant Divinesota fer, who are of our j udgment 
and not of yours, in the-matter of imploying and intruſting ſuch as 
yotr Reſolutions dowarrant to4mploy-and inruſt,; and-chatmbt 
6f theſe Divines who-allow theimployiog of-ſuch, do-pyt in the.ex- 
ceptions of ſcandall and danger ; in which caſes they doaffirm it to 
be unlawfali to imploy and mtruſt them, and even. -upan theſe, 
though there were no more,--might, be alſo put the plue on que- 


Rion.: "Will, every render /and -<pnſcientigus. man, amongſt your 
felves, ſpeaking to the bulintſle 1&;c0ld blood, politively ſay, that 
there was no realbſcandall nor'offence g9.the people of GOD, nor: 
aty reall danger to his Cauſe, by implgying and jncruſting - that Par- 
wy> Or will you ever beable to. yt ot conſciences of the 
Godly throughout the Land, that zhere was no-ſcangall.nor danger 
therein ? But you deſire ro know, {if evex ſuch-Tenets. were ven- 
ted-for Truths inany paft of che Chriſtian .. World: , -as that it is 
got lawfoll for the lawful) MagilraGÞ; 16 ieipipy;ah Body of his 

bje&s for the Lands'defenceagainſ} ay unſyltJovaſion,&5)/ Why 
you ſhould propoubd your qualb;y9s.is ſo bigh '3nd boaſting a way, 
weknow not ? unlefſe it be tg nh Oe foie, ' waking, 
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| ,or permiteed tbe in our Armichy, 
* far cleared bis rhind'both by his: Word, and; Works: againſt theſe 
*chings ;-chat they arc very blind who, arc hn > 
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5 lates unto Malignants, and ſo ſolemn] cd our ſelves apairſt 
« the ſame , her they among vs who ſhould again bevend ao it; 
© ſhould ſeem to be deſperat)y perverſe : It were not onely to give 
& oreat ground of encouragement to the » before who 
* Malignants have ſo often fled and fallen, but to diſcourage the 
« hearts, and weaken the hands of men of integrity and godlineſle, 
* who could hardly expeR a bleſſing in the feliowſhip of ſuch; nay, 
« ir were fram the words of our own former Confeilion and Er- 
* agement unto dutics, to proclaim a Judgment againſt the Land, 
« till it were conſumed without remedy, We are therefore bold in 
&« the Lords Name , to warn the Honorable Eſtates of Parliament, 
© and all whom it concerns in the Land, that they may be far from 
« ſuch a thing,and that they may take care in their reſp:Rive places 
% and ſtations, to purge Judicatories and Committees, of all ſcanda* 
*lous and diſ-aff:ed men, and ſpeedily and effeRually to go about 
«the removing and purging out from the Army, all men of a ſcan= 
& dalous converſation,and of queſtionable integrity and affeRion in 
& the.Cauſe of G O DN, and that they. imp!oy none but ſuch as are 
* of a blameleſſe converſation, and of approven integrity in the 
& Lords Work :' It.ſhall be a ſhame for any in this Land, to be ſo 
« faithleflſe and unbeleving, as becauſe of the ſcarceneſle of men, to 
© make uſe of others then ſuch as are thus qual-fied. The Lord hath 
*: not on'y ſpoken it. in his. Word, and verificd it in his Works in the 
*: dayes of old, buc hath let us ſee it with our own eyes, that it is 
i all one with bim tg ſave With few or with man), ard that a few 
*£ whom GOD wil countenance;are more worth then many, eainſt 
&« \yhom he hath a-controverſic. 2. Sce the Decaration of the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly ir (elf, Edinburgh , 7aly 151. 1650. after the Land 
was aQually "4 Page 17418. We exhort all theſe who are 
«« iq publick ervſt in the Committce of Eſtates, or otherwayes , not 
© only to'rake beed of their private walking +, that.it be ſutable to 
«+ the Goſpel of ]vsus Cur 15rT , and of their families and fol- 
© lowers, that they be void of cffcace, but alſo be ireight and 
6* faithfull-in che Covenant and Cauſe of G O D ,, and nox, to ſeek, 
© themſelves , oor be-friend any who have been Enemirs to the 


$$ Lords Work, {clf- ſeeking and q68rg 1 at, _ compiying wits 
* a9d pleagd,ng for Malignants , having been pubbick firs chat have 
ohiiony | 5 : B F " hecn 


þ A " «. "I 
of this ſthat re © 7 


" 4, We. p * RY 
M .. RS Ho EW, 4% Pp 
= N *t : : wo» > - k 


WW _ 

cen often romplained of ; and we willto GOD. thetewere ns 
'© cauſe to complain of theſe things ill , notwithſtanding of the 
** ſolemn confeffing of thew,and engaging againſt chem.. GOD for- 
© bid that any mock the LORD, he is a ſevere avenger' of all ſuch 
* * things, and rhere is the more reaſon at this time riot to owne Ma- 
*]ignants , becauſe it is ordinary for mer ſo ro be taken with the 
« ſenſe of the danger that is before them, as not ts look back ro that 
* zwhich is behind them. There may be inclinations in ſome to im- 
* ploy theſe men, 21:4 make uſe of their power, that we may be 
* ſtrengthened thercby jn this and in our Neighboor*Land' ;bue 
* GOD hath hitherto curſed all ſuch counſels, and blaſted ſuch Re- 
* folutions ; and if we ſhall again fall into this (in, as our guilt ſhall 
*be ſo much the greater, by reaſon of mapy promiſes and-eng 

* ments t9 the contrary ; fo may we' expe& a heavier judgment 
* from the Lord upon it. Let ns keep the Lords way, and though 
©* we be few and weak, the Lord ſhall be with ns, amd make us'ro 
* proſper and prevail: They are tot fit for the Work of GOD, and 
*for the glorious diſpenſations of his more then ordinary work of 
© power and providence in thefe.times, who cannot believe nora 
*any thing beyond whar ſenſe and 'reaſon can' make*deet aunro 
* them; from the beginning to the end'of their under-takings ,/fdr- 
* mer experiences and'preſent ſtrairs callupon us, that we ſhould 
<a and follow our duty in ſuch a way as may magnifie the Lord, 
* and make it known ro others thar we hve by faith. Do not theft 
paſſages ſay, that it was not lawfull for the Magiſtrace of this Land 
at that rime to imploy any of theſe who were tainted with Malig- 
nancie and diſ-affeAtion to the Cauſe of 'G O D for the Lands de- 
fence, againſt an and were there nor hundreds and 
thouſands of ſuch at that time in-the Land who were ſubjefts 7 and 
were not you your ſelyes ( ſuch of yon as were Members of theſe 
Judicarories ) concurring and conſenting in theſe Warnings and 
Declarations ? And did not all or the molt of you , read them pub- 
lickly in your Congregations > For the fecond Tenet, ro wit, that 
we may not be concurring (according to our place ) unto the inve- 
\. ſting of any with the power of Magiſtracie, what ever otherwiſe be 
His right unto it , uhtill he give convincing fignes of a reall change. 


We may uſe with you the common Proverb , ,2wi verſ«tar un ge- 


neralibu,verſatur in dolofis; he that holds himſelf in generals, li 


tion, and enimitic to the Work and People of G O D who are | 

to inveſt him; and hath becauſe thereof, been juſtly ſuſpended, or yy 
the exerciſe of his power. Secondly,of the inveſting 
of one who by ſereled tranſaRtions and paQion berwixt the People 
and His Predeceſſours,or by the Laws of the Crown, is bound to be 
'of 6ne-'perfet Religion with his People. Thirdly , That our 
is not of convincing l1gnes of a reall change from nature to 
erace;(forif rhat be your meaning,we have hitherto vented no ſuch 
Tenet; and if you will faſten it upon us, you muſt tell us where it is 
thing that we haye vented ) but of convincing 
ange from open and profeſs'd enimitic and oppoſi- 
tion to the Cauſe and People of GOD, unto the abandoning of for- 
mer Malignant courſes and principles , and giving reall ſatiffation 
res of this Kirk and Kingdom , concer- 
and liberty; and caking it thus,to wit, 
n concurfing according to our place, un- 
to the inveſting of che King with the power of Magiſtracie, he being 
adavorved enimitic and oppoſition to 
.agd thereupon,and upon the pacti- 


juſtly denyed 


to be found in 
ſignes'of areal! 


to the jult and-neceſla 
ning the ſeeurity of R 
that we might not have 


in reall and profe 


power, untill he gy © oc 
mitie and oppoſi "W's; 


GOD; we 


-dofien that is drawn from the eketon 

& thing for Kingdom ns to-preferve Reli | 

5 ine,by purting reſtraine upon the exerciſe of the Power and Go- 

' © vernment of thoſe who have refuſed to grane theſe c 
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readily deceive: Therefore for clearing of our ſelves, and urmasking 
of you, we deſire ro-put you in mind : 1. That the queſtion betw-xc 
yow and us, is not ſimply concerning the inveſting of any: with 
the power of Magiſtracie whatſoever otherwiſe be his ri 
do it)but concerning the inveſting of one with t 
Map cie, who hath been in reall, and profeſs'd, and avowed op- 
1 


he (as you 
e power of 


weth —_ and defend = People of 
doowait's a0 ſo 2'fo did you once , and the whole 
Church of Scor/and.?” See rhe Warning of the Generall Afembly 
1649 In whichthere are fix Argumeuts nſed and profecyted at 
lengrh to prove this poine , becauſe it would be tedious to repeat 
them #!l, we ſhall ſarisfie ovy ſelves with the laſt,and with the con- 
* It is no new por it 
aud chemſelvs from. 
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11) | 
*©were receflary:for the goo! of Re igion , and'the Peoples ſafety: 
*« there hath been many preſidents of it in this and other Nations of 
4 old, and of late upon theſe and other important conſiderations, it 
«ſhall be the wiſdome of every one who dwels in the Land, to 
*rake heed of ſuch a cemptation and ſnare, that they be not acceſſory 
© to any ſuch deſignes or endeavours, to- wit, ( of bringing the 
© King to the exerciſe of his Royall power, before reall ſatisfaction 
%* obtained from him , to the juft and neceſſary deſires of State and 
& Kirk, concerning the ſecurity of Religion, and ſafetie of his 
* Pcopic ', as 15 Cxprelt in other places of that Warning ) as they 
«© wou!d not bring upon chemſelves, and upon their families , the 
* guilt of all the deeriment that will uadoubredly follow thereupon 
"ro Religion and the Covenant, and of all the miſeries and calami- 
& ties that it will bring upon his Majeſties Perſon and Throne ,. and 
&© upon theſe Kingdoms ; Such a thing by all appearance, would be 
* the under-mining and [haking, if not the over-chrowing and de- 
© ſtroying the Work of Reformation. z- aud therefore whoſoever 
* attempt the ſame, oppoſe-themſelves to rhe Cauſe of GOD, and 
© will at laſt. daſh againſt.che Rock of the Lords Power,which hath 
* broken in pieces many high and loftic ones fince the beginning of 
© this Work in theſe Kingdoms 3 anditis unto us a ſure wo. of 
* promiſe, that whoſoever ſhall aſſociat themſelves,or take counſeli 
© rogether, orgird cheuſelves againſt GOD and his Work, ſhall be 
* broken in pieces- And again in the. ſame Warning you will finde 
this exhortation to the Parliament a ir Committees : ** And 
« we truſt,that upen the other hand; of their obligation to 
« G OD, . and his Oath that is ill make chem con- 
* ſtzntly adhere to their former Pi 
« fires concerning Religion and the Qovea 
* may be had there-anent, before the e 'patin the exerciſe of 
*© his power. And upon the ſame grounds-the Parliament in' the 
ſame year 1649. in the moneth. of Febrwary, in their AR anent ſe- 
curing the Covenant, Religion, and Peace of the Kingdom, did not 
only enact, ordain and declare his ſwearing of the Oath of Corona- 
tion,and of the Oath of Covenant; bur alſo, to give youit in their 
own words; * It is declared, enatted and , that before 
*the King who now is, be admitted to the exerciſe of his Royall 
** Power, he ſhall leave all counſcl] and counſellours prejudiciall co 
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« Reſig'0n,and to the National Covenant,and to the Solemn League 
«and Coverant-' All which they finde themſelves beurd' to 
« proſecute, and'reſolve nor to recede therefrom, but to ſee the ſame 
*really performed- By whichit appears, that this was no ſach 
Krange Terer citker in Church or State at thar time, as you now 
pive it out to be. The third Tenet wh.ch you mentiongis, That we 
hold it to be unlawfull to joyn in Eamp-fellowſhip wirh theſe with 
whom we may have even the neareſt Church-ftllowſhip. 1f this be 
a Tenet of ours, how can it be that we are ſo fri& in- our Church- 
fellowſhip as we are given out to be , if we allow-ever- the neareſt 
Church-fcilowſhip to ſuch aswe cannorkeepCamp/fellow ſhipwith. 
We cannot be very trait laced m Chcch- fellowſhip; and:there isno 
oreat hazw'd to fear-our ſepararmg from the Church, becauſe of che 
want of ducqualificationin many Members;but this is none of the te» 
ners thay is much upon debate between you 8& us, nothing of it hath 
iſued from any of our Meetings, - It's like that you found'this Tenet 
upon ſome patiages'of 'a Reply that was made by one:or two of our 
number;to a Letter written by one of yours, wherein he did labor to 
convince of the warrantablenes of joyning in theArmy,notwithſtan- 
ding of che taking in of theſe who were formerly excluded, becauſe 
Fleirenudicleand oppoſition to the Work of GOD, becauſe chey 
were now 2dmitred to the fellowſhip of all the Ordinances'lof rhe 
Church; unto which, beſides ſeverall confiderations that were pro- 
from che unwarrantableneſle of admitting them to the fel- 
lowſhip of all Church: Ordinances , becauſe of rheir continuing in 
their former coutſe of 'enimicy and nppofition ro the Work: of 
GOP, it was alſo returned; chat there be fundry conſiderable 
differences betwixt commanicating at one table, and tighring in our 
-Army,/ which haply mighe-make the one warrantable in ſome caſes, 
where the other isnot,and chis which was touched upon the by on- 
ly, you labour to raiſe out of it ſome monſtrous and ſtrange Tenet, 
whereas you know, thar little or nothing of the ſtrefſe of the diffe - 
rence betwixt you and us, lyes in this, Whether it be lawfull co joyn 
in Camp-fellow!hip with all theſe wich whom it is lawfull co joyn 
in the neareſt Church-fcliowſhip,or whether ir be lawfulteo joyn in 
roar gem 95" _ _ men ? But whether it be lawfull to 
joyn4in Camp-fellowſhip with a prevailing Party of Malignant men, 
cles in their prophanenefle, and enimity and oppoſition to the 
Work 
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Work of GOD, and Ne Le of-Conoccls and 2fings in the 
Army:&C. asit is ſaced in that Book, cooratnivg the Cauſes of the 
Lords controverſie, you;will fot'only have us-20- he venters of theſe, 
but alſo of many ſuch like Teners; but when theſe other Tenets are 
brought forth, we are confident that if they be ours, -they ſhall be 
found juſtifiable,  . | | 
|: Ye alleadge chat yokriow,manÞ who looks! ory:the contempt of 
the Goſpel, :and oppreflion, uncleannefle,:deſpifing of Ordinances, 
ſclf-ſecking under publick prevences: , as ſins not to be taken notice 
of in a publick Faſt,excepr theſe other things under debate, and of 
|:flex moment, whas vec truth: be in them, be acknowledged alſo. 
That any of our judgment Ho. fot take notice of theſe things as 
Cauſes both of publick and privat humiliationgwe think ye will not 
ſays and if you ſhonld, both our known praftice,and publick' Papers 
would contratlich ; yer chat we do joyn theſe other 'things with 
them, and blame-othersifor the ricglect oÞ at, *'weihavereaſon'ſo to 
dogbecauſe in chef orber thiogs,: lyes a pat of the Lands guiltinefs, 
and of the Lords controverſic; yea, we fear novto- ſay agreat part 
thetedf, though ye do infinuat them to be things of ſmall moment ; 
we know and do acknowledge :,-that ſome truths are more impor- 
rarit, and: forne leffe, ſo be there uſo degrees of ſin and of guiltinefle 3 
ber ithath beet 0ne of the wiles-of Saran'very ofceng1and-/ partieny 
larly in the cimeof this Lands laft defeRtion- wander . the Prelars to 
blunt mens zeal for controverted truths, and to keep them from the 
Knſe of errors oppoſite thereunta, by leflening the weight thereof, 
and holding them forth to be of fmail moment ;+So do we conceive 
gur ſelves bound co endeavor to difcgriehe:times by knowing both 
the fin and duty thereof-; Did theſegracious'men who.are now at 
reſt tm the and ſome who yet live among your ſclves,-look up» 
on the ericreafe of Poperie, and ignorance and prophanity, and can» 
rempt ofthe Goſpel ©, as fins norworchy to be taken norice of in a 
publick Faſt in the time of Prelacie', becauſe they wonld have had 
the uſurpation of the Government of the Kirk, rhe civil! places and 
power of Kirk-men, rhe Ceremonies and theſe rhings ( which che 
. Prelats called. truths of leſſer moment) joyned with chemzas Cauſes 
of the Lords wrath ; It was the Prelars charge then,aſwell as yours 
agairit us now ; and the ſzme anſwer char ſundry of your ſelves 
then framed 20 ir, being impartially applyed, will ſerve us in ſtead 
; now; 
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now: 'Yeat ped how freely x our ſelves, according tg 
- or votatibr, toullman//apdare t, when that, which we 
have Jones others In this Land; ſhall be made as publiclt 25 this ts 
on hath been a long-time ſince, it will ſpeak for.it-ſelf ; If we have 
4 our dealing with others, tranſgrelt the bounds of our Vocation, 
why do not you telt ys plainly,and not by halfs ? Why do you give 
us occafion to allude' ynto Jz's us Curr sT's comphint ins the 
Goſpel, that you wil neirher entry in your ſelves, nor /" offer others 
ro ener; you wiltneither witnefſe your felyes, nor ſuffer others to 
Witnefſe ;. what we have done'ro others , was made as publick as 
whar we have done vito-you: The cruth is,our care was, thar,nei- 
ther of them ſhould bem1depablick, untill they firſt came into the 
hands of theſe to whom they were directed,and that we knew what 
we might expe concerning yourAnſwerzand if any to whom ci- 
cher the one or the other was nor primarily intended,did ſooner get 
x Cdpy,it cannot be imprire#ts us whohad no hand-therein; /þur.ic 
ſeems by your own verdthereof, rhar there was as lizgle, care to 
keep thc one from publick view 3s the other, otherwiſe: how could 
ou have known it to ſpeak with ſuch confidence of it? As ye arecon- 
fident,ſo alſo are we;rhar it will ſpeak forir felf; though. belike nor 
the ſame way,nor ypon the ſame'ground;: bur it. (hall be time for us 
to anſwer accuſations wheri they are brought agaiaſt us, 10 
thag,or any thing elſe though yer we defire without boaſting to fay, 
that we did neither ſtand in aw 6f man, nor ſeek ro pleaſe men, buc 
did'walk queen von2l of ourhearrs, withour-detaining the truch 
of GO D in untigheconfſnelſe', 'in the chings which chis Land hath 
cauſe to complain of in regard of Religion or Liberty. | 
& Yeare forry that we labourto upon you the hinderiog 
*9 f ſo good 3 Work as the purging of che Houſe of GOD , and 
« re] vs,that we know chat the weakening of your authority makes 
« purging work for the time but very little uſcfall,&c, Betore. we 
return you an anſwer to this part of your Letter that concerns the 
purging of the Lords Houſe, we beg leave to tel you;that ic was oug 
defire to have heard your choughts upon what we faid noto you in 
ours: That the cime was not long fince all that feared GQD..io the 
Land,were of one heart,and one way, againſt Adverſaries; on cither 
hand,and oh that it were his good will and pleaſure, to-unite us again 
upon'the ſame principles, for carrying on the Lords Weg bmeo 
[6 


i” Sn 
L #3 Fats 


ES 0» 


. * , 
o: __ : : | _ 
"_- bh OT # 


F* . 


89. 
"44 5 
$4 

=y 


fore; We ſuppoſe you will nog ea 
one heart, and one way, that was among the fearcrs of GOD in this 
Land | apairiſt Maligoants , and we would know how you would 
Excem your ſclves from that charge. It is undenyable , that fince 
theſe Reſolutions,ye have had lircle or ro cxerciſe of this heart, and 
of this way, .and your plea mult be, that, you do not, nor need nor 
_ your zeal againſt Malignants, becauſe there be few or cone in 
the Land, we'mitan,ſuch as are malignant-in their courſe: If it were 
ſo,happy Scotland notwithſtanding of all its calamicies; but though 
ou haveendeayoured to bury the name under the rudbiſh of your 
raſh reſo(\utions, and their rafh repentance, .yet many of cheſe that 
fears GOD in the Land, do bear teſtimony, that their malignancie 
and enimity, ſo far as their power can reach, is ws great in molt pare 
of them now,as ever. Weconfeſſe, that among all our ſtumblings 
at your preſent way,this is one of the greateſt, that you have fuſe h 
tel chat great Adverſary the Malignant:to fall through your figg- 
ers,'which makes us more then afraid,' that ye are agreed with him; 
how can two walk together unleſle they be agreed. Surely,cither he 
is not, which to us is to deny ſenſe,or elſe he hath charmed you into 
filence, and-would you let us again hear your _ concerning this 
'thing,we are hopeful} clit ir might be very induftive to agree vs in 
all chings elſe. Concerning the img of the Lord's Houſe. 1.Ye 
do not deny that it is obſtructed andgetarded,and we do indeed be- 
lieve,that very few, if any inſtances can be given amongſt you theſe 
three years,of your putging of any, ſcandalous or corrupt Miniſter 
out of the Houſe of GOD; vnleſſe you call theſgſuch who have 6p- 
poſed the Publick Reſolutions. Bur you excuſe your ſclyes. 1 4 
the weakening of your authority, then by mens being taught (we 
know ſay ye by whoſe example) ro ſubmit no further to Kick cen+ 
ſures,nor what ſeems good uoto themſelves. 3. By this,that it will 
be to little purpoſe,ti'l it have Union going before All theſe three 
did che Prelats (helcer chemſelves within the matter of the purging 
of theLord's Houſe of inſufficient and ſcandalous men in their time, 
Theycryed out, that the Churches ogy was weakened, becauſe 
their own authority was not acknowledged... They alleadged that 
the Puritane or noa-conform Miniſters, rot ſabmitting to their cen» 
ſures, taught ſcandalous men the ſame leflon ; That it would be to 
ſmall purpoſe ro eflay.to purge che Church, till orce the Mipiſtery 
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were united among theniſelves, w hilſt yet there was another thing 
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in the bottom, it would have made them ride with a thinner backs 
and ſo would purging work make you , if it were impartially fo 
lowed. But to the particulars: 1t is not weakenivg of lawful aw 
thority, to diſclaim and decline uſurped authority, ard theſe who 
refuſe to ſubmir to the unjuſt cenſure of theſe who have no juſt 
power to cenſure,do not teach ary not to ſul mit to the juſt cen- 
ſures of juſt powers; and to ſay nothirg,that the declining of your 
authority hindered not you to proceed agaiult diverſe of our num- 
ber,yea,was the cauſe why you procceded aga.nſt them; have you 
not even ſince your laſt Aſſembly proceeded againſt ſundry Ruling 
Elders,upon the accompt of their refuſing of the Overture of your 
haſt Aſſembly at Edinb=rgh.  Next,if none of theſe who ackrow- 
ledge all the authority you pretend unto,ard plead zealouſly for it, 
needed to be brought under the tryall ; or if any of chem being 
tryed and cenſured, had refuſed to ſubmit , you might with ſome 
more colour of reaſon have pleaded this , bur as lorg as rhey ac- 
knowledge your authority , it will not bear weight with men of 
underſtanding; We do in ſome meaſure believe, that before a right 
and well-grounded Union, effaycs of purging would not be to ſo 
oreat purpoſe as. were to be wiſhed , becauſe the ſons of Zerviah 
would be too hard for the D avid's that are anongyou, without 
the help of your old friends ; this many conſcientious men among 
you know and do acknowledge, and theſe others alſo are ſo ſmel- 


ling of the hazard, that we miſtake if ever they willingly or cordi- 


ally condeſcend to an Union, except upon ſuch an a&t of oblivion 
as reaches further then the Publick Reſolutions ; yea, why ſhould 
want of union with us hinder eſſays of purging among your ſelves? 
We profeſle, that to us it would be a very perſwafive argument to 
Union, to ſee you purgiog ignorant and ſcandalous Elders out of 
your Seſſions; and inſuthcient, ſcandalous, corrupt Miniſters 6dt of 
the Presbyterics where-you have power : Will you once give'vs 4 
proof of your care and faithfulneſfle, and zeal this way, in this un- 
controverted and neceflary duty, that we may know that the ſame 
ſpicir-pofſeſſeth you;,which formerly we ſaw in many of vou, to our 
yery great re&joycing and comfort. 
We in our Letter unto you, as we did lament that the work of 
purgivg the Lord's Houſe was obitructed , ſoalſo that roo many 
C Miniſters 
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Miniſter3 of the Land do repent of what hath been formerly done 
therein, To this, your Anſwer is fo far from ſatisfying us, | that it 
dorh rather confirm us in our former regrate. 1: You falbtly ret 
us , that you know not Who theſe are that repents of the by-paſt 
work of purging, It it were pertinent and to cdification, wecould 
tell you of a good many of your number by name and ſurname, 
who have openly in Synods and Presbyteries, and Companies and 
Conferences, declared cheir ditlike of their diſ-ſatisfaRtion with it ; 
and the rhing being ſo open and common , how you ſhould not 
know ſome of them, is to 1s ſomwhat ſtrange; bur if there be none 
ſuch ainong you , or if you think that there ſhould be none ſuch 
among you,it wil! contribute for our ſatisfaRion, and for the ſarif- 
fa-tion of many gracious perſons in the Land, who are much ſtum- 
bled with the murmarings of many Miniſters againſt that Work, 
that ſuch of you as are now come together, will iſſue a Declarati- 
on,or give ſome ſtanding teſtimony, 1mporting a cordiall approba- 
tio't of what was donedefore the year 1650, in- purging of rhe 
Miniſtery, and characterizing and marking theſe who fpeak againſt 
the ſame, as thus far enemies to the Work of Reformation. You 
fubjoyn, thar poſſibly ſome conceive an inconvenient and danger 
#6.Comtinuc it in the ſame Way whevein it Was formerly uſed, But 
for what 2 you know none that is againſt the thing ir ſelf ; who-1 
came to thar height of impudency-. as to profeſſe ro be againlt che 
thing it ſelf, cha is,to purge out ſcandalous and corrupt Miniſters 
in gencrall> Would any of the Pcelars have profeſt to be againſt 
the thiog ic ſelf > But your yeelding it poſſibly ( you might have 
ſaid more then probably) ſome conceive an inconvenient and dan- 
ger to continue it in the ſame way wherein- it was formerly aſed; 
and your ſubjoyaing immediatly ', That it may prove hazardow 
indeed,to give unto a Yuorum af ſome few men (moſs of thens be» 
"WS uery noung in experience , aud unacquainted with our Di(cie 
pline ) acouſtant poiver renewed from time to time,to fit doin up» 
on whale Synods and Pretbyteries, to caft ont and bold in wham 
obey pleaſe, is to us, and we belicye alſo unto others, a very clear 
evidence that there 15 amongſt you a diflike of the way that was 
formerly uſed,and that it is looked upon as that which inctuded 2 
canſtane power given to a Quorum of fome few men(moit where- 
of were vcry young in experience,and unzcquainted with our Dit- 
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-:cqdtre): 2o fit une whole Synod and Prevbyteries, and - to cit 
,-ourard hold in whom they pleaſed; and what is this bur the very” 

languape which di{-affeed and ſcandalous Mmifters, and others 

feandalous and dif-+feRed perfons ſpoke coveernmg the Commiſ- 
. Foners appointed by the Alerrbly, before theſe Reſolutions, and to 
reaſorr from the catuſe ro the eff: , whar is this bur ro condempve 
- their proceedings.and what they d:d in purgirg of rhe Kirk; for if 
they were but a Quorum of few men,moſt w hereof were noe onl 
young, but very young in experience , and alſo unacquainted wit 
our Diſcipline , and had power to caſt out , and hold in at their 
pleaſure. what good fruit could be expected of ſuch ignorant, un» 
experjenced Novices ; and therefore ſecing it is'undeniable, that 
they did mnch,and removed mary,doth it not to ary rationall man 
in your conſtruction probably follow, That much of what they did 
was atn'fe; the danger and inco:rvenience whereof would be guar- 
ded againſt for the time ro come. Thus from day to day, one part 
of the Work of Reformation after another is weakened and ſpo» 
kea apainſt,and cryed down and declined from,and yet few can en- 
dnre ro hear of any declining or defetion. We id not ſay , that 
Ezekzl threatneth the negteAing of purging onely by ach a mean 
as this , and therefore freed nor be at the pains to make it appear. 
We conceive his threatning to ſtrike againſt the negle& of ey 
lawfutl mean, whether chis or any other; wedid not ſpeak of the 
mesh%bur of the matrer,and if char be neglected after the Lord's 
ſo #ruch calling for it, andeſfaying by the endexvours of many of 
his ſervahts.cven many of your ſelves aſwell as others,we conceive 
the cirztioh of this place is to good purpoſe. | 
The great work of the books that we recommend to you, is 
hy op& the cauſes of that dt .wrath that is gone forth from 
the Lord-4g2hſt this Nition' FE hurch, whether the finfulnefſe 
of the Treary,the Publick Reſoſntions,&'c. or any other that we 
could *rtdin the knowledge and diſcovery of; and though we dare 
*hot conceal it , that we conceive that the LORD hath betn grie« 
' Youſlyprovoked by chat Treaty,and theſe Reſolutions, yet do we 
'n6tHd ſpeſk of chem « if there vere no fin beſides thar, hath influ- 
enee wpon'oar preſent jadgment. You know that the greater part 
-of the enquiry bortvirj the cauſes of wrath againſt the Land, and in 
chat coacerns Miniſters, is ſpent in &ying open other fins, _ 
2 theſe, 
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- theſe. , we did-in order to your conviction in theſe things; recom- 
mend unto you the Covenants, the Engagements, Remonſtrances, 
Warnings,and Declarations, rather then uſe any arguments of our 
own, becauſe we thought theſe ſpoke clearly to the purpoſe, and 
would bear greater weight with you,then any arguments of ours. 
That we did not mention-the Word of G O D, ye need not won=- 
der,It was becauſc we conceived the determination of theſe things 
to be already holden forth from,and according to the Word in the 
other which we did mention. But if this be a fault, we are content 
ro mend itz and beſceches you moſt earneſtly ( if it may be taken 
off our hands withour prejudice or miſtake ) to ſearch in the Book 
ofthe LORD, what inhibitions, expoſtularions, threatnings and 
Judgmeats are written there again{t compliances 'with . wicked 
men, and what ſad and dreadfull conſequences have followed 
thercupon. But you tell us ?, That you have pernſed many of all 
theſe Which we recommend, and moſt of all the word of truth , and 
cannot find from all,or any of theſe, that ſinfalneſſe in theſe things 
which We charge them With. We wiſh you had alſo told, whether 
ye do find from all or any of theſe, any tinfulneſſe in theſe things at 
all,chough you did nor attain the ſame_diſcovery we ſpeak of, -yer 
if ye did attain any meaſuregit will be plain dealing befofe the Lord, 
and much for your Brethrens ſatisfaction, and for removing the 
ſtumbling of many of the godly, to ſpeak it out ; and if you attain 
none,but that you think all theſe things juſtifiable in all-chings (as 
it ſeems by this Letter you do ) ye will do. wsll alſo to let us 
know it. | 

You find the Treaty with the King approven by Covenant, Re- 
monſtrances,and Declarations;and if we had cited any of theſe paſ- 
Tages ſeemingly. agaiaſt it, ye would have cited ten really for it. It 
wasnot our purpoſe ſo much to aFgae,as tg exhort, & therefore we - 
did not cice paſſages, bur lefr them to your ſelves to be conſidered, 
how the Covenant did approve the Treaty with the King,or what 
thelg multicudes of paſſages be in the Remonſtrances and Declara- 
tions of the Kirk that are really for it, we profeſſe we do.nort know; 
All the queſtion lyes in this ., Whether the King was to be agreed 
with,to be iaveſted in his Kingly power, without his giving cordiall 
and reall ſatisfaction to the jult and neceſſary deſires of this Kirk . 
and-Kingdomgoncerning Religion and Liberty;Thar ſuch an agree- 
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ment (thonld not have:beeh made wid itywirhont his 66edial anc 
reall ſatisfaction;we have already ſhewe#fFgm eocadr = 
Charch,and the Laws of the Land ; and that reall ſatisfaRtion ws 
not obtained, we haye demonſirartd in that Book of the Caiſe bf 
the/Lords controveriie, by many clear evidences of the King's clex 
'ving to vs former ptinciples; and:continuing mn His former courſe of 
Makphancyarid dibafeRtion-rothe Work and People of G O Dt 
concerning the truth of which point, we appeal to the knowledge 
and conſcience of many amongſt your ſelves. | 
You allo are pleaſed. v0 1ay xd p33 find thi Publich Refolnts- 
ons alſo approventy theidg andelhen ferdown what theſe Reſolu- 
tions are,in relating of whhichryouare (rofay'no more) favourable 
£0 your ſelves and your ow way.. Bur ro paſſe this,” why 'is it that 
eheſe Reſolutiqns being ſo much queſtioned as contrary ro theſe, 
that you haveoot (- after ayoyr inquiry) ciced'{6 much as dne 
:fape of theſe by wh-cli theſe your R&ſolarions ure apptoven; 
bat ; ah the firſt of theſe Anſwers concerning the conftitution of 
the Army, as contrary to/former Warnings and Declarations, ap- 
pears from theſe paſſages which we have cited already, with which 
{rhough men may bracigle:and feekvgvaſions” 3: yet it is impoſſible 
to recondlle rhem,ari#thar the laftialſey taken apor! the matrer,aril 
eloathed with all-the circumſtances, \is contrary to' former Warn- 
ingsand Declarations we truſt ſhall be no-preat difficulty to make 
itappear,thougd adeed we do nor deny, that the Commiſſion did 
Hereor walk move — we date not ſay, mote ingetin6eſly 
herein,theo in the formers: For the preſent we ſhall only poſe you 
this one queſtion, andidefireyon for your own clearing,and our ſa- 
risfadtion;to anſwer it candidly and freely-unto us,W herher ye did 
not know that there was a als Party in the Court and Gon 
mitthe of Eſtes and Parliament;of men formerly dif-aMAed;who 
were 2s gs Ts. ; andeffeually ro their power ttideavonring 
the reſcindiog of the A& of Claftes,and the bringing into the Judi- 
catories even ſuch as had been emineat- and conſtant oppoſers of 
the Cauſe and Coyenant,fromche beginningyuntil of lace, and'were 
prime: andaRive Inftrutvents'in the bloody-Rebellions' withil' this 
Kingdom? add hether yt did-nor know that your Anſwer cor- 
cerhing the Rarlianeors diſpenſing with the eime of their being ex- 
cluded , woo{d;not contribate-for thereſcinding of the 'AR, and 
woes briogiog 


, (un : 
branes the@, who Wereahwnucd: if-ye-alid:not teally ktwwny | 
clas what ocged all y ug proy)ous defieces/andozvents, betortlyou 
would give yout Aniwer, wiichyet was bur as | Samp/uy's ropes, 
x as thy Prelats caveats if che time of the haſt dechoing: of che 
Land-.' Since ehy Cammilion ſaw the.tengne. and mighraliaihaye 
Jenahe,dangery 3Lhad-been more farctifalncite; and: beretr ſucrerl 
web former Dechrations ant Warnings.; o-hive:warnedftetly 
agninlt it, and to have Keeped their hands free of toofing the cards 
Fehar At,chen to have done as they did; but it was relolved,'and 
therefore behoved $0.be dane vis ©; mrde.: pik:' ff 
-.1| Ye areplcaſed to allgadgrithar'whac thr mmiſeion 45d in 176 
aiving of Malignant jo grveionbefiaſfiok figmeriaf repentance, 
ye find it £0. bc ;Hſb 1ficd by the «Atty of preceding Aﬀentbiies ofpes 
cally the Afext!y,1649. where twany of par jaagmwent did fit ins 
Ad 8979+ .; ego adinowlddge, that many bt oor judgment did 
it as Members of thas'dffomnbly; butriiat rhe proteedings of the 
"Commilſion 3659, ia frying and receiving the! repencatee of Ma» 
lignancs)is juftifred by the As of tharAttembly, We cannot be 
$&alwaded- as upto many of themy! che Afſerably 1649, was ve- 
1Y.E6fible-of Malgrapty provaricariopmcbe:ararcer off cheir rc- - 
pentance of beforey and. rery appt evfioing rhe like in time 
comng; andthereforeleft: GOD ſhould be arocked, or 'bis Kirk 
deceived, were carefull co guard agdinft it; The words of their 
;AAts berbeſe: *© And becauſe many;haweihecevobore- made ſhew 
fhand prafclionof rhrix repeotance,, who'iwere: ewe; convmeed of 
'* cheir-gyiltineſſgnor hugibled for the ſamegbot did chereafrer 164 
1 turn With the dog tothe vomit, and awithirhe aw to rhe puddle, 
**-unto the mocking of G O D, and the exceeding great reproach 
£* and detriment. of h's Cauſe 5 Therefore, for the berteydererme: 
030 chetrach 20d fincdriey ofaluerepentaticeof theft twhocdetire 
-* 26 be admitted e@ the Coycrian ant Compnnion''; Ir is appoin* 
© ted and ordained, That none of theſe perſons who are debarred 
© from.the Covenant and Communion, \ha[l beadmired andre- 
-« ceived there, but ſuch as after txat-eryall fhall be: found for 
© ſome competehuriebefort: dr after -chetafitr- of rhe! repeny 
ff rance,according wa hedeferemon'of che reſpeeiveJaticarories;to 
. © have antheit grdinary' converſation giver-realtzeſtimony of their 
**dilkize of the late bnlawfull Engagement; ant of the courſes and 
19  Waycs 
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© ways of Malignants,8 other ſorrow for their acceſſion th rhe: 
"ſame, and'to /#ve brig rigreenſy angel and ifny-thall 
*be found who after the defeating bFth& Engagers, have untete® 
any Malignatit ſpeeches',/ tending to the approbation of the'lar& 
<« unlawtult Engagement, or the blood-ſhed within the Kingdom, 
& for proinoving the ends of the ſaid Engagement , or any other 
©projetsor praffites within or without 'the Kitrgdom-, prejudi- 
eiallco Rebgionaddthe Coveniot”),- or tending to the reprogeh 
« of the Mioiltery, or the Cjvitt Governmebt of the Kingdam; 'or 
& who have unneceffarily or ordinanly converſcd with Malignant. 
« and diſ-affeted perfons,or who have had hand,or acceſſion to,or 
© compliance with, or haye any wayes countenanced or promovee 
& any malignant deſign, prejudicial! to the. Covenant and Religion) 
*that thoſe ( notwithltanding their profellion of repentance) be 
« not ſuddenly received, bur a competent time (according to the 
&* di{crerion of rhe Judicatory ) be aſtigned ro them, fax tryall of 
* the evidence of rhett repentance ,' according to the qualification 
& above-mentioned: - Can ye ſay in your conſciences before rhe 
LOR D, that the ruke was followed by the Commiſſion 2 Did 
the Commiſſion find, that all choſe whom they reccival', did in 
their ordinary converfazion, give real! teſtimony of their diſlike of 
the Engagement, and waycs and courſes of Malignants , and that 
they did /»ve ſoberly ,righteonſly and godly? or, did rhey krep the 
ruſe here provided by the Alembly,Thar if any fhall be found, who 
after the defeating of che Engagement, have utrered any malignang 
ſpeeches? &c-or,who have had hand in,or accefon toy of complys 
ance with,or have-any wayes cotntenanced or promored'any tmalige 
nar defign, prejudicial coReligion & cheCovenane,that rheſe(nor- 
withſtandir their profeſsion of repentance ) be not ſaddenly recei- 
ved, &c. Why then did the Comm flion ( after they had friſt-2nd 
beforecheſe Reſolutions, made an AR ſuſpending theſe-who had 
involved themſdves tm anew RebeHfon in the North, after Pun 
bar, from being reccived till the next Generall Af:mbly,make an- 
other AQ after the takin? of theſe Reſolutions, for preſent recev- 
ing of them upon the'profeilion of their repentance : Can” ris be 
jaſtificd by-the AR of the Generall-ATſembly 1<49. Biit- you find 
thae char Aſſembly did injoyn-the CommMon to protefſe theſe 
who were upon th6anlwwfull Engagement, cverrto excommunict- 
tion, 
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tion,if ey did offer fignes of: ded eds -+What then deih- 
this Juſtific eicher cheic hypagiicks et Commiſſions xe» . 
vas thereof withour duemyul:?; We think you will. oobſayy 
2 dork. 1 You alſo, hind the Aſletyhly. 1650.! waking by the ſame: 
ſteps, ig receiving them to the communion of the Church, that we 
do eaſily believe, But that the Commiſſon of the Aſſembly 1650: 
after the Publick Refolurigng, walked in thy Reps either of the one 
Aſlembly or the other, chat we doubt. Your great plea is, that 
nothing tothe contrary Was made known, and that cannot be made 
pans p. they were notorioyfly unto the { udicatory who received 
them Walking in their accuſtomed propheneneſſe and enjmity to 
the work of GOD: But gore the Act of the Allembly 1 650. pro- 
vides;that the Judicatory who received them,ſhould ( after, exat 
eryall) know and fiad them co be ſuch as had in their ordinary 
converſation given real teſtimony of their diſlike of the late unlaw- 
full Engagement, and of the courſes and wayfy of 'Malignants,and 
of cheir ſorrow tor their acceſſion to the ſame,and to {ive [oberty, 
righteonſly and godly: All this ye reſtrain to chair not notoriouſly 
knowing that they were walking in-their accultomed prophaneneſs 
and enimity to the Work of GOD, whereas ye cannot but know, 
that that which the, AR of the aavly requires, is 0f much larger 
extent then that,and therefore ( , which we doubr not bur many of 
your ſelves do remember). the Commiſſion of the Generall AC. 
ſembly before theſe Reſolutions, were not ſatisfied with negative 
teſtimonies from Prevoy a —_—_— the arrige of ſuch as lj- 
ved in their hounds,vur before their adinitting and receiving of any. 
befides ph po they did take of theſclves di mo 5s 
tive teſtimonials concerning their carriage, , according to the AR of 
the Aſembly 1649, ſo that albcit all this which ye alledge were 
true, yet that doth not free the Commiſſion from blame,in receiv» 
ipg theſe mens repentance, \; but belides this, there, were very pro- 
bebe and pregnant tokens known, tg! the, Judicatories who did re- 
ceive them , that the generality of them were yet in their former 
malignancy and prophanity. | 1. Their frequent relapſes and reci- 
divations into that fin, after many molt ſolemn profeſſions, vowes 
and engagements,znd oaths toghe contrary:, Will ) ye! -devy thar 
they bad oftger then once before that time,deccived both Kitk and- 
State ? and that they did ſeek opportapities. ang ; advaptages in 
doing 


Þ 


bs 


GW. 4 a 
Qoirjs miſchief 2 2nd that they were no loriger bound” then they 
<ould looſe RU Did not many of thefe who a little an} 
bar, upon the Kings coming in, profefttheiFrepearitice- ant 
dd under their hands ſubſcribe, That PcheredBich ar any time ns 
ſhopld be found ro ne any malignant defigne or courſe, that 
they ſhould” juſtly be accom pred perfidious Covenant- breakers, 
and deſpiſers of the Oath of GOD, and procceded 1painſt w ich the 
igheſt cenſjires of the Kirk, 2 lictle thereafter brake out in a new 
Rebellion. 2. That moſt of them did make no offer” of their re> 
pentance, , unvill the Treaty with the King was like ro ſertle and 
cloſe,or elſe that they were thercunts conſtrained hy the cenſures 
of che Kirk proceeding againſtthem. © 3. Tharthe's# r'of their 
repentance were '#trended with paſſionate defires"6f "Pliccs and 
preferment in the Army and Judicatories, and with their rctard- 
ing of the Leavies,and of the Marchings and Attings of the Army, 
untill all legaHf impediments were taken out of the'yway \, that kep 
chem out of ptzces of poweF and truft!? 4! triwvas* commonly te- 
ported through all the Land among all ſorxs of perſons, . both wel? 
affected and iI|-affeRed,both Minilters and Profeffors,chat moſt of 
theſe men were continuing i their oh eh po Wv2yes, 
C 


nthey were offcring their repeiitance,, which we'think, Four 
oa wi not'deny: [And Hithe noethels tive, and fiLY/ cies 
as theſe, whicti were notorioully know to'the Commitiis9, being 


pur together, have made them more tender and circumſpe& in ad- 
mitting theſe men to repentance? The rruth is, that the ſatisfyin 

of Court-defires and Wt 1 oo. together with the too the , 
ſing apprehenfiognsof the need of their help npon the one hand; and 
the avoiding the dint of the dbjefion ot imploying and int: uſting 
them without repentance upþsn the orher ,” made this finfull haſte. 
Ye as, [f there was any of the whole bulk of them Whom any of 
wr did ailmoniſt and for their pertinaty'd:lated rhow to theChurch 


Ht obfinate bit howght fy ye) to bave bren firſt done, before 


we batt thus charged Chrift; Conrt with proſtituting the Ordi- 
nance of Repentance wings the luſt; of corrupt men, What though 
gone of them had'been admeniſhed of delated by us, doth that ex- 
cufe the OS whoſe duty and place it was, ditigent'y co 
have inquired after - ohm 2X 2 Bur there were of the whole 
butk of them whom.-we did'admoniſh, and h_ were Publick Re- 
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(26) 
, preſentations made- unto the Commiſſion by ſundry of our num- 
| ber,concerning their continuing in their former way, and the ſtum- 
bling that was generally amongſt che godly at their receiving. That 
feverals of theſe, whom the Commiſſion did then receive;have ſince 
proclaimed their diſſimulation (you think ) refleteth no more 
upon you,nor the carriage of diverſe of our judgement , who have 
trod in the ſame ſteps with:them oof late, doth refle& upon us. If 
any had been received by, us-unto the profeſſion of repentance, and 
ſince'that time proclaimed. cheir diſſimulation by treading of theſe 
ſteps, ye mighr have made ſuch a paralell; but it is like, you mean 
of theſe who were engaged with us in the Proteſtation, whoſe caſe 
is yet very unlike as.to the purpgſe:whereto .you bring ic, 1. Be- 
cauſe when4ye admitted chem to engage with us, they were ſuch' 
as till tharzime , were of unqueſtionable integrity and affeion 
to the Cauſe of GOD, and of a blamelefle and Chriſtian conver- 
ſation. , 2. Becauſe they, are not one to twenty« ,3. Becauſe 
though there be much ſig, yer there is no ſuch difſimulation in their 
ſe. oi LES «ans! 
The ſinfull courſes which we meant, which were taken to pro- 
move theſe Publick Reſolutons, were not only theſe that were in-. 
ſtinced in-the Leteer, bur alſo. ſuch as; were previous thereto, ſuch, 
as the tampering in rhe, Treaty, che driving a defign to bring in the, 
Malignants, the. pretending a neceſſity for ctteRuating of it , the 
making Ads in the Commiſion and Parliament againlit the oppo=. 
ſers of it from judging thereof tn the Ademdly, and ſuch like, Ye, 
juſtzfie the gcnſure wnpoſcd by you upon Mine rs,as alſo theAfts, 
at Dundee from-preceding AReiahd Practices of our Kirk.jn, ſuch 
fike ciſes. Bur there was no ſuch like caſe in this:Kirk , unlefſe ir 
was the caſe of non-conforwity, and that will be.nq good plea for. 
you; We know you mean of the As at Gla/gaW 1638, againſt. 
che Prelats, and theſe who refuſe to ſubſcribe ho Cancatne” or t9. 
ackaowledge the Aſſembly. But theſe are very unlike caſes , as 
is more fully (hewen in ſome Obſervations upon your Ads. Ye. 
will not admit that ye knovw, that ignorant, prophane Elders, are 
brought in upon Church-Judicatories , and plead that you do not 
| juftifie it, and whoſoever doth it, . hath no Warrant. from the late 
A Aſſemblies : We do indeed think, that there be. not a few among 
you, who do not ſo know it, as to be acceſlory to the panteyhact, 
| an 


(27) 
" and who will beſo. far from juſtifying of it, that they will endeas 
vour the remedy thereof; but as we cannot think fo of all; not'on= 
ly becauſe we know the contrarybut alſo becauſe.we ſee them keep 
in many ignorant and prophane Elders , ſo we cannot yeeld unto 
ou; that they have no,encouragement from the two late Afſem- 
lies ſo ro do 3. Becaule theſe Aſſemblies by allowing. the Magi- 
ſtrate co intruſt Malignants and ſcandalous perſons, hath ſome way 
encouraged Miniſters to do ſo alſo, 2. Becauſe rheſe Aſſemblies 
by warranting the excluding of able and gracious Elders,becauſe of 
their non; conformity in judgment with the Publick Reſolutions, 
encqurage.corrupt Minilters tobring in ſuch ignorant and ſcznda- 
lous Elders , that gracious and well- qualified Elders are removed 
and keeped out from Church- Judicatories,and gifred and gracious 
men debarred from entring the Miniſtery , and ,a door opened to 
others looſe and prophane, you-.do not ;:deny, (but excuſes and 
extenuats | the ſame. .1, By (hewing -us, that theſe who are 
for the Aſſembly. , have not rigidly executed the Adts of the late 
Aflembly at Edinbargh, which you know to be the ground of our 
challenge. . It is true,that ſome of your number are ſo far convin« 
ced of the iniquity of that AR; that we believe, they both have 
been,and will be ſo far from the rigide execution thereof, that they 
think it ſhould not have heen made,nor be executed at all;Bur the 
greater your are of another mind, and their praRtice in ſeverall Sy 
nods and Presbyteries, hath been accompanied both with rigidity 
and unreaſonabl:nefſe in theſe particulars: We may put you in 
mind, that in November laſt, your Commilſsion it ſelf ,- under all 
their profeſsions of condeſcendencie, yet in their Letter to Presby- 
teries,made an exception of the execution of this A ; but it ſeems 
you do not mean to vindicate your ſelves {imply in this thing, but 
comparatively in regard of us ; in which compariſon you are ſo 
large,that (to the utmoſ} of our knowledge ) though we preſume 
to know ſomewhart of the eſtate of theſe things, you have exceeded 
both in regard of the numbers of the Elders of your judgment who 
are removed, aud ExpeRants of our judgment who have been ad- 
mitted; can you give us one inſtance of one Elder removed by us 
upon this accompr,becauſe he is of your judgment;but your ſelves 
know,that we can give you many inſtances of Elders removed, and 
endeavoured co be removed, ſimply ypon this accompt,becauſe they 
Ky D 3 are 
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are againſt the Publitk Reſolurions, and do not acknowledge the 
two late Aſſemblies;'or how-many inſtances of ExpeRants of our 
judgment admitted to theMiniſtery, withour oppoſition upon your 
part, where there was any feaſable acceſſe thereunto ; bur becauſe 
many Elders of your judgment, who'have fitten in Seſsions theſe 
many years by-paſt, without any endeavor to have them changed, 
ar? now removed by us ( few or none of them being legally 
ceficd ) therefore ye do affert, that for no other reaſon you Gen 
had, are they removed off, except for their judgment in the preſent 
controverſte. The Apoſtle ſaith, that Churrry thinks not evill ; 
ſeeirg there is no legall-proceſſe , norany judicial Declaration of 
the cauſe of their remoyall, why thouldye conclude it to be, berauſe 
they are of your jJudgment.. The truth is,itis nor ſo, where ever 
we know an Elder to be able and gracious , though he be of your 
judgment, we think him much more worthy of his room then an- 
other of our own judgrattit that is ignorant and fcandalous. Con « 
cerning this bulineſſe of the change of Elders, lo far as it hath pro- 
ceeded among us, we give this true and ingenuous accompe , We 
are convinced in our hearts before the Lord, and we beheve alfo, 
fo be many of you. , That ont of the great evils that hath theſe 
years paſt,afMlited the Kirk of Scorland, and obſtruted Reforma- 
tion, hath been che great multitude of ignoranr,inſutficient,& ſcan- 
dalous Elders , which made us reſolve to endeavour fo far as we 
could attain it,the remedy. of this evil, in the Congregarions where 
we have any power; And becauſe legall proceſſes would have pro- 
ven tedious and difficult , when there was juſt ground for them, 
eſpecially in a time of ſuch diſtraRion and confuſton; therefore the 
change of Elders beirg ordinary and agrecable to the rule and 
tice of our Diſcipline, a change hath made in ſeverall of our 
Congregations, which yer alas,is bur a very ſmall part of that which 
the Lord calls unto ; That it was not ſooner done,though we may 
ſay,that it was much in our defire,and ſome meaſure in our endea- 
vours,yet we dare not herein purge our felves from guilt, and we 
think chat neither will ye: This principle and inducement, it was 

( to wit) to have ignorant and ſcandalous Officers. ( ſcandalous 
we mean upon uncontroverted grounds ) removed ont of the 
Lord's Houſe , that hath led us in ſundry places to the change of 
Elders ; If it hath ſo fallen out, that many of rheſe have been of 
your 
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your judgment” , it is our grief ehat we ſhould have ſach ground 
and cauſe to lay afide many of your judgment.upon; We hope ne- 
yer to quarrell with you for lay ing aſide any of our judgment upon 
this accompt,but ſhall look upon it as your duty,and the Churches 
mercy. Who theſe gracious young men are of whom ye ſpeak of, 
whoſe credit and repatation # blaited, and their names traduced, 
wnto the diſcomraging of many otherWiſe Willing , gratious and 
ble,we cannot conjecture,unlefſe you mean of ſome whoſe violent 
entry by the ſmaller part of the Presbytery , and over the belly of 
the greateſt part of gracious perſons in the Congregations , ſome 
Pres byteries'of our judgment have oppoſed , becauſe of their un- 
tender and ſcandalous carriage ; and that this ſhould produce ei- 
ther diſcouragement or diſgrace to others that are gracious, what 
indifferent man will believe ? 2. Ye excuſe and extenuate the 
matter by the At ir ſelf, by comparing it with ſome Acts made at 
GlaſgoW 1638, as if the Aſſemb'y ar G/aſgow 1638, and the Af- 
ſembly at Edinburgh 165 3,were alike; or, are the Publick Reſo- 
Jutions anent the bringing in of the Malignant Party,and the deter- 
minations at Glaſgow, anent the caſting out of the Prelatical Party 
alike; but theſe Acts are compared in ſome Obſervations alread 
made thereupon ; and therefore now we ſhall not further infil 
upon that. 

Ye take a deal of pains to jultifie the proceeding of the meeting 
at Foyfar,to that hight and animoſity of ſpirit,as to denounce the 
heavy curſe of God againſt all theſe Who did withdraWv their conn- 

fel: from your Judicatories, by ferching parallels thereof from rhe 
practices of former Aﬀemblies and Commiſsions in exigencies that 
were not ſo extream, particularly from the Solemn Warning 1648, 
which we have conſidered, &findes a great difference nor on'yin re- 
gard of the matrer, but alſo of the manner, which in that of Forfar 
is ſuch,as that it doth expreſle peremprory particular application of 
the heavy curſe of God to every one that withdraws their counſels 
from your 7udicatories; but opaceydingciNe, we mind not much 
to contend,,t'being enough for us,thar she curſe canſeleſſe hal nor 
come; onely we cannot be conſenting to your opinion, that none 
can think otherwiſe of that Warning of yours, but as ſeaſonable 
and neceſſary , except ſuch as think, thar-after theſe ſad diſpenſati- 
ons,men ſhould have willingly given up themſelves, the Cauſe and? | 
Kingdom - 


(39) 

Kingdom,and all their Intereſts tothe >——— We ſee no con- 
nexion betwixt theſe. Ye are pleaſed to call in queſtion, #herber 
theſe Declarations for thu Land, and Informations jor England 
agairſt myWere read and printed, But ye need not, becauſe we 
can produce them unto you, printed at eAbereen the 

day of and ſpread they were before they came into 
our hands. We do not now intend to fall on the canvaſing of the 
particular calumnies aad reproaches contained agairſt us therein, 
that being in a good meaſure done alrcady,and more fully intended 
heresfreryif the. Lord ſhall give the oportunity ; onely, wedeſire to 
put you1n minde : 1. That in-foine of your Warnings and Decla« 
rations you were pleaſed ſo far to traduce and calumuiar us, as to 
app'y moſt of the charaters of the Malignants co us, with which 
ſundry able and godly men of your own fide were ſo much ftum- 
bled, that they did not only not read theſe Warnings, but alſo pub- 
lickly expreſſed their diſlike of them. 2+ That in your Informa- 
tion to England, you have ſpoken ſo grievoully of the beſt, that if 
we had not ſeen it with our eyes , we could hardly bave believed, 
that ever it could have fallen from ſome of your Pens,or been con- 
© ſented unto by others, the words are, ** Yet intheſe laſt and pe- 
© rillous times, whercin the ſpirit of error is wiſe-to palliat his lyes 
*with the pretence of picty,there are among our ſelves a few unſa- 
*risfied ( of whom ſome have been had in high eſtimation before 
«his time for their works ſake;& with whom we have dealt with 
«211 tenderneſſe,in the ſpirit of meckneſle for their reclaiming)who 
*o the great advantage of the common adverſary,& to the weak- 
ning of the hands that were at the Work, have oppoſed theſe juſt 
* and neceſſary Reſolutions, and aRtively obſtrued the uſe of the 
© [awfull and onely likely means left of oppoſition to the prevailin 
*encmy,ſctting on foot aState ſeparation,which neceſlarily ———_ 
© to a Kirk ſeparation. We need not warn you (dear Brethren ) 
©xho are acquaintedwith the Pol cies andPraQtices of theſe that a- 
©mong your ſelvs,under the ſpecious name of the godlyParty,have 
carried 0n 4 deviliſh deſign of undoing Kirk and State,and ſetting 
© up a boundlefle tolleration and arbitrary Government, to beware 
*of ſuffering miſ-informations from ſuch men to,take impreſsion 
*«<4pon you;thcir aCtiveneſſe at home to ſail every wind, and to roll 
every {tone for their own advantage, and prejudice of the Patch, 

| inducer 


% . 
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wad a . 
E©jnduceth to believe, that they have not been idle towards you, but 
«ive by their emilſaries & Papers,to abuſe you with miſreports, 
«go prepoſſeſſe you with prejudices againſtour proceedings;but we 
*re confident,that ye who have had fo great proof of the faithful» 
*"eſſe of the ) udicatories of this Kirk,in guarding warily againſt E- 
«emies on borh hands,as wel Malignants as ---—--- bave not ſuf- 
&*fered your ſelves to believe evil of your Brethrenzand we carneſt- 
*ly beſcech you to bewarezthat the truſt which any have had from 
«ys, and the eſtimarion they have had among you, while they were 
«bout the diſcharge of that truſt, be not induRive of your being 
ow deceived by them, whoſe principles and praQtices( what ever 
«heir intentions be. ) tend to the giving up of you and us to the 
power of the avowed and ſworn Enemy of Chriſt's Kingdom, Ts 
not this Anſwer of yours come abroad in Print, before many of 
our namber had occaſion to ſee it in write ? and within a very few 
dayes after, you ſend the firſt Copy thereof to us : If ye pur us to 
it-we can haply make it appear, that ye have more ready accelle to 
the Prefle than we have: As to what we charge you with , con- 
cerning a courſe of declining , we do not refuſe it, and though in 
you ineaden for the preſent it be unjult, yet when ye ſhall con» 
ider it better , we hope the Lord thall give you to ſee. that there 
was cauſe , and that we have therein ſpoken the words of truth 
and ſoberneſſe, and nor propagated opinions by miſ-informations. 
It is indeed eafic to deny,that the Work of Reformation hath been 
ſhaken,a foundation laid for a conjunRtion with all partics,and that 
the preſent diviſions. have proceeded from your fare-mentioned 
aRings otherwiſe theo by a harmleſle occaſion. But the righteous, 
whoſe hearts you haye made ſad, though the Lord hath not made 
them ſad; and the wicked alſo, whoſe hands you have ſtrengthned 
that he ſhould not return from his wicked-way,do witneſle againſt 
you, and your own works alſo , by your departing from. former 
ſound principles , concerning the qualification of theſe who are to 
be intruſted with the Work; doth not the intruſting of theſe wha 
are not of approven integrity & good affeQtion to the cauſe ofGod, 
and of a blameleſſe and Chriſtian converſation, make for the ſhake- ( 
iog of the Work of Reformation? And have ye not taught, that ; '1 
ſuch may be truſted and imployed? And doth not the teaching 
compliance with one adverlary, infer compliance -with another ? 
And - 


a 


EL. 
And hath your doQrine been no more bue' the harmlefſe occaſion 
. of this? Have ye not taught to be agreeable to Scripture , that 
-4 great fattion of the ſons of Belial , Wicked and twrbulent per- 
ſons , may be imployed and intryſted for the defence of rhe K ing- 
dom avd of the Cauſe ? Theſe things divided you. yr. From 
ſome truths which you had formerly received and profeſſed , and 
then from your Brethren, whoſe defire it is ro.contintie tedfaſt in 
the things which they had learned, and were ſolemnly engaged to 
maintain and promote. Your expreſſions in the next Paragraph 
of your Anſwer, are ſo bigh and ſolemn, that we deſire rather to 
anſwer with-2ſtoniſhment aud ſilence, then to refie& thereupon, or 
upon you thereim,and ſhall only ſay : x. How great need had ll 
theſe who are imployed in the Work of the Lord, to walk hambly 
and ſtraightly, when ſad experience proves , that when ſuch turns 
out of the way, their own apprehenſions may be entertained with 
much perſwaſton and confidence , and ſometimes in ſome ſort of 
ſimpliciry of heart in you of in us,: this muſt be verified , and we 
with, that the Lord of mercy and eruth, may in "mercy reveal ir, 
where the deluſion is,and why the Lord hath for a time ſuffered it 
to take place-2-If theſe things which you adhere unto,beScripture 
eruths,conſonant to the doctrine of ourChutch,& never one que- 
ſioned in-any part of the Chriſtien Workd;then we pray you,thit 
you would pive ſatisfyingAnſivers unto what is taught and holden 
forth from the Scriptures in the Pablick Papers of this Church, 
eſpecially in the Declaration of the Generall Afembly,and the de- 
bares berwixt the Commiſion and the Parliament, and the Com- 
mittee of Eftates 1648, againſt theſe ſuppoſed truths; or will ye 
bring us one clear Text of Scripture-precept or precedent , or - ori 
faſſape of the DoArine of our Kirk,warranting a people profeſcing 
the fairh ot Jeſus Chriſt;and ſolemnly covenanted to GOD as a 
Nationa!l Church , toimploy and 'introft # muktirade of wicked 
men, whoſe hands had been formerly imbrued with their blood, 
with the defence of their L ves, Religion and Liberties. We believe 
that not only the Chriſtian"'World, bar the Nations by that light of 
Nature” which ye ſo much plead, doth every- where queſtion, that 
the Wolfſhould ger the Wether to keep; We wiſh that able men 
among you ſhou!d imploy their gifts and parts berter, then to en- 
deavour to maintain fuch things as theſe, which have no beauty 
nor 
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© SHIT ME: 
, hornſefulneſſe in Fi but are fike theſe Kine of 
th6| = c9f revns and tean- flrffied; but rarcd rp 
| wH weed kine, and Yet 4jd ſtill abiat il favoue 
rf af at the beginning, and did portend famine and deſolation to 
come upon the Land'; fo hath eſe rhings been attended with 


: - dat l and drfofation,and confuſion and'deftriRtion: Bur if able 


"ith dntiorig you'will ſtil plead for theſe rhings, we hope the Lord 


- {i iidr want witneſſes rofplead for the truth. 


'"Had you no better anſwer to our complaint againſt the unſatiſ- 
faQorinefſe of your conceſſions at Edinburgh, then that ye believe 


' that-wi'Will nor affivm,that the eAſſembly did require any appre- 


bation from w,rithir unto the Aſſembly, or its eAf;. Our com< 
pidint wasThar the Anfver returned to'our Propoſitions, is onely 


' x ſeeming ſatisfition in ſome things, by reaſorrof the hidden way 


of expreſſion thar is uſed in that Anſwer; for the martrer is ſo con- 
yoyed in words,as the two late Aſſemblies and cheir Aﬀs,' which 
comptehends all the rhings in queſtion betwixt vs; areinchuded in 
your ſpecious Conceſſion,and ſo in effet whar ſeems to be grant- 
ed there, is wholly over-rurted ': That theſe wo late Aſſemblies 
and their Ads,” are included in rhefe Conceſſions , is not deriyed. 


' Now; whirfwppoſe our approbation were notrequired thereto,to 


'Which've ſhall ſpeak afterwards, was that reaſonable fatisfaQtion 
tour Propoſitions, which do relate mainly ro the Work of God 


throughoat this whole Church 2 We thought it needlefle ro give 


"/ inffances of rhe things which were laid down by bore Aſſembly, as 


nricontroverted among ns; that are nor yer praQtiſed ſofar as we 


x bo. ene or feath by any of your number , theſe being ſo obvious 
20 


common- We cannot hear or learn-ſince that Aﬀembly at E3 
dinbargb, that any ignorant, 'or ſcandalous, or corrupt Miniſters 
have been remoyed from cheir Charge by you , neither yer have 
herd'or learned any endedvours amongſt you' , thar have been 
much effeQuall for purging our ſuch Elders, or barring ſach from 
the Sacrament , with any greater meaſure of rendernefſe and care 
then formerly; yea,we do'very well know, that many ignorant and 
ſcandalous, ,and corrupt Officers in the Lord's houſe , do_ ſheleer 


themſelves mnder the wings of theſe Reſolutions, which men, av be» 
fore your taking of that way, they were backward 'and coldrife 
cformar arion ; ſo arethey now wpon 


in all things relative ' to R 
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they were frarfull and fyinr-hearted.fa mins cpmp1yanes Fith the 
e 


| [ki of theſe who-were zealous for t 


tight ariſe no more. nd we do alſo Know, that in ſurldry of 
; by Bu tenderdeſſe hath n uſed 


ark hear, that as Wore care in their practice this ways 


a that ſomedo not obſcurely/inſſnvare, hit ſcandalous perſons 
who are willing to comegmay he admitted e6 the Sicranitnt of the * 


Lord's Supper. Ye.take a deal of pains to 
able difpolition and carriage to ys-yard;and our endeavoring upon 
the other (ide o me Pres # Ypioo deſ; perateBuur ſet us ſee how 
ou make ont. :I As or your 1c: ves,the untof your plea here: 
dl elſwhere Gt cl th Te rwo Vhiings, 7 THm yedo 
*,08 ſtrictly adhereto what kath (60H dont in your Aﬀſemb, in 6r- 
« der to theſe differences,; but are willmg for Peace's ſake to paſſe 
* from many things,and to come to ſome kind of equall condeſcen- 
1 ſion,that the matter. may be. brought to a'temper 
« 2, Thar yoy require nothing from us rhit imports '{n/aleeration- 
« of our judgment;cither in che matter of the Publick Reſolutions, 
e' or yet concerning the Authoriry of theſe Aſſ*mþlics. Bar firſt to 
ſay nothing that we do.not well underſtand this way of giving and 


raking, and tryſting and campzring, and cutting and carving tn the | 


thingsof G O D,. which ye your ſelves profeſle to be ſoneceffiry* 
dutics,and ſo beaurfull,neceſary and uſeful truths; The condeſcen- 
ſion and overture of Peace which ye offer, is far from being equall; 
for why ?. you do upon our part require , that © we ſhould paſſe 
*« from our Proteſtations judicially under our hands,in our ſeverall 
*« Synods and Presbyteries,and that we alſo give aflarance m man- 
* ner foreſaid;that we ſhall forbear holding up diviſions by debates 
* about matters of our. late —_ = the Afembly 1650, in 
© preaching, writing,or any otherwiſe, but apon your own part ye 
ak ole at Fcher be CD ed bo to paſs From 
« theſeAſſemb.ot to plead for or prefle or vent theſe yourReſoluti- 
-* ons no further in preaching,writing,or any otherwiſe. And what 
uoequall meaſures are theſe ? The PrStcſtation ſhall be Py 
PAUce. 


'on both hands./-? 
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fromit in regard of what is paſt;thent imports ore'or all of ceſes A 


| only 
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';' ardanrhony of: embits: , but! wiaſſe for 
free, law full: Gencrall Allemblics of this Kirk- z bur-alfo» though 


therefrom | and how we'could do 
- + Chis ithque ana iydgmene;' on without ſingi 
[1 gaialt our 4 
eltagamik.that-Afiembly, and all A(- 


Kirk ſo conſtitute, -and-to thentmoſt of ouypower 
—-_bo keep the Kirk free of ſuch.corruptians at kaft , by-our bearing 
reſtimony «gaigſt. them, if we can do-ho more. :' We my 'illuftrate 

this buſineſs! Regs nencrnFuxmgiptbehe car\'1638, 

The Mar of Hammiiton then Canine; did propound 

2 


ſuch 
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ſuch a defire to theſe mhothel then ſubſcribed the National "Cas, -- 

venant » that: for Peace ſake they would but paſle from tha. their... 
ſubſcryprion which ſhould be ſo far from condemning:of the Co--, 

)/ venant, or importing aby alteration of their judgment , thar, the 


/\ Covent, hank belnieywes publickly. by-Anthority to be ſub- 
ſcribed by all che,Subjets of gdom, which was a far 
ter lengrh of condeſcenſion upon the Kings-patr, and required le 
upon the Covenancers part then what.is now offered unto us, ; and. - 
, required of us in a wg the Proteſtation,, yet they pobrively 
| refuſed, being ab;ar atio abjurations,though not re3jurate,. a.de-: 
| nying of-cheir ecſtimony,though not of che thing teltibed;.a cons.» ; 
| demni11g,thoughnor of the matter , yet of the manoer.g1-and.ſo-an-/, 
Tmplicite and tacite engaging of themſelves, never to do the like for 
the cime to come, though the like opportunity and exigency ſhould: - 
| occurre. -If the paſſing from the Protcſtation. do relate. both-.to 
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what is paſt, and what is to come, then the ſame chings do-make. it; / - 
more clear ; that we cannot paſle from it, without altering.of gur 
judgement; for if the ſingle doing of jt in regard of one- of theſe 
import this , then much more when the doing of it includes-both, 
and that it doth indeed include both, ſcemexh-to us. to be obvious, 
auſe it is fimply delired in your Oyerture,. chat we ſhonld paſſe 
from.it Without mentioning any qualification or. reſerve- ; and 
men are not allowed to diſtioguiſh ,, where the Law diſtinguiſheth: 
hot, The ſame reaſon ſticks with us, in regard of taking engage-. 
ments not-to preach or write, , or any other Wiſe. to teſtifie agaruſt - 
the Publick Reſolutions: For if we hold our. judgments, that theſe 
clolutions arc unlawfull,and have inyalyed che Land io a defeRti- 
on, which hath brought on judgment arid wrath from the Lord,and 
doth daylie bring an cncreaſe of fin and of wrath; how can we with 
ithfulnefſe,or without Tin; engage our ſelyes for eyer hereafter to. 
be (ilent conczraing this thing, and-not endeayer either by preach» 
iag, or writing,or otherwiſe,to convince others thereof. 2; What is 
this upon-ſuppolall of our judgment, bur co engage our ſelyes nor. 
xtcover the Lands iniquity,to turn away -its-captivity. But yt,,,, 
inſingat firſt, that there #4 not another Way to quench the. fire of 
ſtrife, unleſſe theſe unneceſſary and. uwbrotherly conteſts ſhould be 
Laid aſide. 1. Another and fafer way of laying them afide there is,. 
which we baye often propounded unto you, or if that. like you _ 
| w 
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you haye ſer down,that'ye my ice but theſe. There is” ; 
no truth FIEUT the, venting whereof. may no for | "Nj 
the Churches d ge 'S by caſe in which a man is bound ro => 


protell. ail, Al ough i it be null and uplawfull, pod 
{them o 


we belieye, wha apr Pro fitions,you will 
affirm cheſe.. oege be ſome truths abet Tina Tay may”. 


forbcar tq yent, for. the rches peace, and ſame Aﬀſembly which 

he may Cancejvc null,and jo appe Ar i / Proteſtition againſt them; 

and uponthe qrherfhde Kh hee ay Hoy be ſome tturhs which he cannot © «+ 
forbear to, yent. for t urches-peace , and, fonle* Aſteniblies 

which. he cannot conceive to de null, and not proteſt againſt theſe. 
Thereforebefore the queſtion: be derermined , it muſt be ſtated on _ 

theſe eruths,& rheſeAflemblies concerning which ive have told you 

our judgment alrcady,. to. wit, That we could not forbear to vent 

the onc,or to proteſt againſt che gther, and ſome of the reaſons are 

theſe : 1+ Becauſe theſe were not eruths newly diſcovered by Us, , 

and not.yer known nor received by others, but truths which borh 

ye and we, and the whole Kirk of Scotland had received unani- 
moulys pangh 2 the time Lanier and qoyin for. 2, Becauſe 
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could not 23 to. meanes, be Jong preſerved in putity«',.3:-Becanſe 
thele were not truths hich were received in an overly. way , bur 
truths to which, we with you, and the whole Land, had ſolemn! _ 
engaged our ſelves ro maintain and promove. And . as to thebs 
Afemblies, we conceived gPreteſtation neceſſary for theſe and 0+ 
ther reaſons: 1. For preſerving upon record in the Church. , the | 1, 
right ruke of conſtituting-Generall Aſſemblies , and her judgment | þ,. 
agaicſt a corrupt conltitution: thereof, 2. That we,and others, who || 1, 
adhere to the right-conſticution thereof, might not be involved by uy 
our ſilence in a necelſity to ſubmit to the unjuſt ARts thereof. We || ;þ 
( would know how theſe who are convinced in rheig conſcience that 91 


an A(embly is null, and chat Aſlemblies will have them to do.ſome 
unlaiyfull ching, ſhall upon your ground behave chemſelyes 2.Shall fo 
they be ſilent and ſubmit ? and ſo by their ſilence and ſubmiſſion 
acknowledge the authority,the nullity whereof they are convinced | ; 
of. The non-conformilts of gld in-Scor/and,were nat of this qind; h 
neither is yer all che queſtion , whether we-might withour altera- " 
tion-of our judgments, ſafely enough have forborn to hold up de- T 
bates ? or whether we might haye thought -the Aſſembly —— 'f 
not have proteſted 2 But whether we may ſafely, and without al- © 
reration of our jadgments, judicially paſſe from the one,andengage y 

our ſelves not to do the other, to paſſe from the Proteſtation,being 
made;doth not only ſay, that we-might have ſpared the making of fi 
it, but { ſo far as wecan ce) thatit ſhould not have been. made, | 
and inferres our acknowledging the authority: of theſe Aſſemblies, d 
and to engage'our ſelyes nor to preach, or any;wayes to. teſtifie a « IÞ- 

wvnſt cheP lick Refolutions, is not oncly ſometimes. tor forbear 
__—ttgbut at all times and for ever to forbear it, though theſe Reſolu- | 
tions{hould be never ſo much prefled and promoted by you or any 
others. . Theſe things makes us,conceivg,tbat your diſpofition:and L 
carriape to us-ward is.not ſo.full of condeſcenſion., as you give it bs þ 
out, but ſich as at the beſt would involve us ina deal of fin and R 
ſaares» Neither can we yeeld vnto you, that there is any thing in ( 
our Papers that makes Peace and Union deſprrate, unlcile you 
mean of ſuch an Union and Peace, as is, not good nor.approyen of | 
the Lord, We have propounded nor required nothing in order to 
Union and Peace , but what is agreeabke torruch. and rightcouſ- 
neſſe;ſo far as our light reaches; Aud let us hear the reaſons _ 
| y 


' to us in order to Union for rhe time to come. 


| SABRE 4 SORES 
by ye 68rt6 prove whatyo#leadge 3 the firſt that we 
'Thavtheſe who have beew 2@ve' for the Publick Reſoluti- 
ons,are men ſtandalons, and fonor'to'beatlmitted to voice in Ge- 
nerall- Aſſemblies; and that it is unlawfull to joynin an Aſſembly 
made up for. the moſt part of theſe who aRed in, and approved of 
the lare Aſſembly ax Dw#te. (But if the fitſt part of your reaſon 
be good; 'thee may thac be found; not only in your printed Papers, 
bur in your Pablick aRings,that tends to the making Peace and U« 
»iou deſperate. Have ye not printed, and judicially enaRted, that 
theſe Who contimue' to oppoſe theſe Reſolntion;, and will not ac- 
quiefee'ro the Atts relating to the ſame,are men ſcandalow? And 
have'ye not appointed theni to be cenſured, and aftnally cenſured 
ſome of them, by removing them from ſitting in Synods and Preſ= 
byteries? And haveye not declared all of rhem to be ſcandalow, 
and worthy to be cenſured, who do decline theſe Aſſemblies ? And 
overs pronoanced ſentences of depoſition and ſuſpenſion 2+ 
eainſt furidry of our number for ſo doing ? But you'll haply fay, 


: 


| That howſoever theſe things have been done as to what is paſt, yer 


for the time to come ye are willing to ſurceaſe the execution of * 
theſe things-, and ro fitEwittr us-in Aﬀdemblies upon the tearms of 
your Overtare. You-have no'reafon to challenge unto your ſelves 
any preference in the point of condeſcenſion, untill you ſhew your 
ſelves willing judicially under your hands to paſſe from theſe two 
Aſſemblies ; and in the Ike manner not to hold up differences and 
debates concerning thelate Reſolutions of yours , which to our 
underſtanding would import an alteration of your judgement, for 
theſe are the loweſt conditions you have as yet propounded un- 
As to the other 
part /,/ that it is unlawfull cojoyn' in an Aſkmbly made up for the 
molt'parr of cheſe whoaQted in, and approved of the late Aﬀſem» 
bly ar D»ndze. That which we hold out in that reaſon is , That 
no nanought to concurre in keeping an Aſſembly , wherein the 
Conſtituent Members are forthe moſt part ſuch as are either Au- 
thors or apprevers of che enaRting of the perſecution of many god- 
ly met,and that ſuch was the Aﬀetmbly at Edinb»rgh to be in the 
judgmenc of theſe who-diſapprove the Afts of rhe Afſembly at 
Dundee, We pray you tell us ingenuouſly , and without ſhifting, 
whether ye.thiok it lawfullto joyn in an Aſſembly made up for = 
mo 
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Men -1 bly xt Deenhles, Woke altidyicold you vurjudgment; nether 

i do we know ary dhng'in our firit reaſong againſt” chooling Com- 

--- ; miſGpners roxbe jare-Aſſembly'ar; Ettinb hicharis contrary to 

. this. » Now: j theſerhings being evaſidered; we are contene chat 

/ +1: ipdiflevetitmed pulgegwhiecher we require more ofiyon then ye re- 

| [3 I, There rnare Wo ooeg hitherto be nor'as great 
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Or wereadt your Ads, evidences of your real. intention and pur< 
poſe. - You delire co fee you', that 5f the ben;-ſail of your zcat 
Was {0 much toward; cenſures, what hath interveened to blunt the 
oulge-of Jour &:4l ſo much ſince ? Bur not to repeat, that their zeal 
/hath been exerciſed againit many Elders , and ſome Miniſters and 
Expectants : Wetoabr much that the edge of it be any thing 
blunted, though haply prude::riall conſiderations makes them for- 
bear rhe pucting oft forth as they would, cill they find an oporty- 

nity more advantageous for their ends. 

* Inthe next place you ipeak to what we ſaid of your Letter 20 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, to which we ſhall now make litcle re- 
ply,becauſe it hath been conſidered in ſome Obſervations upon the 
printed Acts of that Aſſembly, onely we ſay, 1+ That if that Lee- 
ter bewray aor unpeaceable ſpirics , becauſe they are known to be 
yery peaceabic men, in whoſe breaſts che motion firſt bred , then 
may the Proreſtation at Sr.eA-drews be allowed the ſame favour- 
able conftruction, becauſe it had its firſt riſe from men ro whom 
your ſelves will not deny the reftimonypt peaceable ſpirits. 2.VFec 
fand no ſuch exprefiion in our Letter unto youzrhat che native ſcope 
of that Letter frow your Aſkmbly was , to ſtir up the malignant 
Partyro exerciſcall their power agaivſt us,though yer we nay ſafe» 
ly ſay;xbat the work in che own nature of ic —_ thereto, becauie 
your Lecter doch repreſent us to be ſuch,as we love not to repeat; 
the anprefiions whereof being once thereby rooted in their mindes, 
what could it probably (upon our refuſall to hearken to their de- 
fire) bring forth bur an encreaſe of cheir rancor, and an exerciſing 
ofrheir power againſt us ſo'far as they could. 3+ You inquire if 
the Lrtter Was airetted to any but Noblemen and Gentlemen, and 
pious perſons within the Land, and then tells us , you canner com- 
ceivethoſe robe the Malignant Party whom we ſo much ſpeak, of, 
There 1s no pious perſon 1n the Land whom we reckon to be of the 
Malignant Party, and we know that there be many Noblemen and 
Gentlemen who deſcrve a honorable teſtimony for their piery and 
intcgrey; yer we alſo know, that amongſt the Noblemen , aud 
Gentlemen, and Burgefles, and Miniſters, and Commons, there is 
a Malignant Party ; and therefore when you write to Noblemen 
and Ge:tiemen promiſcuouſly, or without making a difference, we 
Have juſt ground for ſuch a grievance. To vindicate your Letter 
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you fall upon us, and tell us, that if yow Were going about, at the 
manner of ſome#s , to charge m as being guilty of the Kingdoms 
ruine,c-c. We might challenge you indeed, nor onely for ſtirring 
up the Malignant Party to exerciſe their power againſt us, but alſo 
for making our own people abhorre us. Well, out of your own 
mouth ſhall you be jud;ed; doth nor your Vindication ſpeak of us 
a little from the beginning, ** Tell che World, that it is very appa» 
© rent, that ſelfiih mteceſt moved the prime contrivers and ſtick - 
©*[ers in our buſines, who having adventured apon ſuch high cour- 
&« ſes and attempts,tending to the violation of the Nationall Faith, 
* renting and ruining the Kingdom,trampling upon Authority,and 
carrying with them Tenets contrary to the mind of all Orthodox 
&« Kirks,and to the Faich, and not being able to abide tryall in theſe 
©* things,found it ſafeſt for them rather altogether to diſclaim the 
* Authority of the Aſſembly, then to honed wpon a fair and or- 
* derly cryall of their matters, cc. And if yow ſay, that theſe 
things do not concern all, but ſome of us, we deſire you to read 0- 
yer again what you haveMid of all of us in yourWarning at Perch, 
wherein ye characterize us as Malignants: In your Declaration at 
Dunaze, wherein you hold forth the ſteps of that renting and ſe- 
paration you conceive'us to be upon ; © ſome ſteps whereof (you 
* ſay) you can find no paralell pratice unto, except that of the 
© perfidious Prelats at the Generall Aſſembly, at Gla/gow , who 
& minded the overthrow of all Afſemblies whatſoever, and ailedge 
© that at one ſtroak we have done what in us lyes to throw down. 
& the hedge of Diſcipline of this Kirk , and make way for every 
« beaſt of the Forreſt;Schiſmatick,and SeAmaſter,to enter without 
* controlment in this time of their being among us prevalent by the 
&« ſword, and to tread down the precious Truths and Ordinances 
& of Jeſus Chriſt , And that we have done this upon ſo frivolous 
« 2nd falſely alleadged grounds, as may make the Authority of all 
« che Aﬀemblies of this Kirk (fince the begun Reformation ) to be 
* called in queſtion upon the ſame or like pretence, whereby all the 
& glorious Work of Reformation , carryed on by theſe holy Aſ- 
C ſemblies, according to the grounds whereupon we have walked 
©* and proteſted, ſhould ( as you ſay ) at one blalt be over-turned 
* from the foundation. You may alſo remember your Warning 
at Forfar, wherein ye pronounce the heavy curſe of God my 
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And your Informations to £ng/and, which we have cited already, 

and your Declaration from your laſt Aflembly at Edinburgh; who 

knowes not that you write,and print,and preach, and diforefe us 
© ro be renters of the Churc!:,ruiners of the Kingdom, procurers of 
«rhe wrath of God,complyers with the enemies of the Cauſe and 
*Kingdom,ſuch as have made defeRion frot.. honeſty to treachery, 
and many things of that kind, which are not pleaſant to be repez- 
ted; and therefore from your own mouthes we may well con- 
clude, that you have not onely (tirred up the Malignant Party to 
exerciſe their power againſt us, but alſo that you bave done what 
in you lyes to make our own people to abhur us. 

We ſhall not inſiſt much in going through your Anſwers to 
that part of our Letter , which concerns oar dil-ſitisfaRion with 
your Commilſſiongin flighting and miſ-conſtruing all our endeavors 
for peace , and in miſ{-repreſenting our proceedings unto Presby- 
teries. - Your ſelves know, that we were ſo far {1 ghted, that they 
would not daigne before their rifing,to acquaint us either with the 
time;or place of their conference, let be to do it with mutuall con- 
ſent andadvice ; but that they did authoritatively without ac- 
quainting us,appoint both,” and then ſent us word to keep the Diet 
which they had indifted. Hath the like of thar been heard of, thar 
when two parties being at diſtance , neither of which do acknow- 
ledge the authority of the other, and the one of them deſires a 
friendly conference with the other, for removing of differences, and 
begerting a right underſtanding betwixt them, that the other will 
in{1nuat nothing of their mind to theſe who defire the Conference 
concerning the time and place,much lefſe tranſated by mutual con- 
ſent, but aurhoritarively reſolve, and then ſend them word , either 
come to 4 0n ſuch 4 day, and to ſuch a place,or elſe we Will confer 
none with you at all, What is this but in eff<& to ſay , Either 
ſubmit to us,and acknowledge our Authority , elſe we will conter 
none-with you ; Was nor this to flight us ? Yet this your Com- 
million did, and then miſ-repreſented our preceedings to Presby= 
reries, by ſignifying unto them, that the Conference appointed by 
the Commilſtion was flighted by us. Was it not obvious unto 
them,that we would ſtumble if rhey ſhould rake that way,had we 

not ſignified it unto themgdefiring that it might be prevented. And 
can any fhew any reall prejudice that -"_ have —_— to 
X 2 their 


-— 


(44) - | 

their Affairs , by condeſcending npon a day and place by mucuall 
confent and advice? You do but pleaſe your ſelves,but will fatisfic 
no other who knowes the bufinetſe, whe'i you teli us, char #r wall 

mor be thought ſtrange unto any who hnowes,that we avifed With 

none of your judoment,WWhex we drew up our Demand, &c. That 

theſc of our number were not adviſed with, in drawing up of the 

Commi:t6ns Anfſiver, becaule to fay nothing that we did commn- 

nicate our Demand co theſe who were meeting with.us,in order to 

Union and Peace, before it was grven in co your Commiltion, and 

thar moſt of them went a great lengrh in approving what was cores 

rained therein ,” and promiſed to er deavour a ſ:tistitory Artwer 

to our Demand , did not contain any ch-og at all of che tune and 

place of the meering,but left that to be condeſcended upon by mus 

ruall conſent, and give us leave to ſay, rhat you alſo miſ- repreſent 

things, when you alleadge , that we deſire that your Commuſſion 
ſhould nox-commiſſionat them/elves, Onur defire only was , that 

they would d-clare, that thy would forbear all ating as Com- 
miſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly ; ſo long as. endeavours and 

conferences for Union did continue, as upon their condeſcendence 
we did offer to declare the like co.icerring the Commiſſtoners of 
the Generall Aſſembly 1650. you infiauat, that 5e could not be 
condeſcended unto becauſe the necrſſity of the Church might have 
required their ating. If ſo,the time appointed for endeavours of 
Union might have beea the ſhorter, or with this proviſo,that when 
a neceſſity ſhould appear, the Conference ſhould break off; bur ne- 
celfity both in this and other cafes which concerns our &fferen= 
ces, hath been more pretended unto,them proven. 

In order to what we did write unto you concerning your Faſts, 
you do firſt propound this queſtion, {f ever We readin any Church 
ſtory,in any age of the Church , that when difference of judgment 

id fall out among eminent and prime Churb-members, that ever 
the one Party being the fewver,and no( burch-fudicatory did takes 
wpon them to turn over the one ſide of the Comtroverſie unto Cau- 
ſes of Gods Wrath wpon the Church , and by the ſole authority of 
Church. Seſcions, bold them forth to ((ongregations to be monrn- 
ed for at ſolemn Faſt; and this all before the rent did turn remedi- 
leſſe, and While the ſame Party us pretending wnto peace , and 
charging the other with ſlighting all Overtures for —_ and 

ealing. 
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beating. Here is an operous queſtion intended. ( as appears) to 
pur us to ſilence, and involve'us in a great deal of abſurdity in re- 
oardof the Publick Faſts lately keeped by us; and though we need 
not decline to anfaver it as it is propounded , yer ſome things we 
ſhall premiſe. 1- Why is it that ye thick this a fault in us ? It 
cannot be, becauſe prime and eminent, Church- Members differ up- 
on the queſtion , otherwiſe no ſtde of agy-queltion chat hath been 
ated in the Church ar any time, readily could bave been rurncd 
over unto 2 cauſe of Gad's wrath ,” becauſe we have turned over 
the one fide of the difference inco cauſes.of cootrovertie ; neither 
can it be whilſt che rene 'was not remedileſt>\, and men were pren 
rending to union and -peace,otherwiſe why had ye done the ſame ? 
Do notye hold forth the oppoling of the Publick Reſo'urions,and 
rating there-from,and trow yeur Ailembly, to be our fin, and 
thar for which-the Land ought to- maura' and be humbled for ? 
Have yenot ſo publiſhed io your Warnings and Cauſes of Humi- 
hations? and have you not all along been pretending unto peace, 
and charging us with {lighting-of your Overtures for union and 
hcaling- There is nothing of chis kind you can faſten upon us,buc 
it may with als good reafon be faſtened upon your ſelves ,uoletle ir 
be, that we are the fewer number, and we believe ye will not la 
the weight of it there ; doth not the Lord command us ( ton 
the fewer number ) to plead With owr Mother > and if we be Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, hath he not commanded us to cry aloud and 
ſpare net, to lift up our voyce like 4 trumpet , toſhew his people 
their tranſgreſrion, and the houſe of Jacob their fn 2 Doth he 
not challenge theſe Prophets, who do zoe di/caver the 1niquity of 
his people, #0 turn aWay their captivity ? Ifthe greater part will 
not do it,or call evill good, or good evill, ſhall therefore the lefler 
pare be blame-worthy for cleaving to their duty, becauſe chey are 
* the lefſerpart > We tbink that upon ſecond thoughts , you will 
not juſtifie what you ſeeem to aim atin this Quzre, bh. e. co con» 
clude us.in an incapacity to hoid forth the Cauſes of the Lord's 
wrath, becauſe we are the fewer part, and that upon this accompt 
we »re under guilt for ſo doing» 2+ There is litcle or nothing con» 
tained in the Cauſes, that was not ( upon the matcer - tocmerly 
detcrminedbv this Church ; if we had venced new doctrine, or if 
the one (ide of che-controverſic had not been trachs formerly re- 
ceived 
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ceived by this Church, this praftice might have ſeemed ſomewhat ' 
ſtrange : Bur when we do but keep the ground where the Church 
of Scotland formerly ſtood , and bold our the guilt of departing - 
there-from , are we therefore to be blamed, though. we were no 
Church Judicatory ? 3- It is a miſtake when it is ſaid, that rbeſe 
canſes are holden forth into C ongregations by the {cle authority 
of Kirk- Seſsions. They were condeſcended upon by the Com» 
miſſion of the Generall Aſſembly 1650. with the advice of many 
Miniſters and Elders from ſeverall parts of the Countrey', as the 
title of ther bears. 4. Though we be a Party,, who not onely: 
pretend ro peace, bur alſo do really defire.it, yer did never any of 
our pretences involve,that we'were not to look upon theſe things 
as'cauſes of God's wrath ; bur all our pretenſions to geace have 
been ſtill attended with defires and endeavors, that the Lands de- 
feQion and fin in theſe things, might be taken with, and acknow- 
ledged; But upon the queſtion , we wonder if ye be in earneſt 
when you ask this queſtion of us ; do ye indeed think (even as 
your ſelves ſtate it) in no caſe ſuch a thing were lawfull or ex- 
pedient to be done. What if there ſhould fall out in the Church 
of Scotland a difference amongſt prime and eminent Church-mem- 
bers concerning Prelacy and the train of the Ceremonies which we 
have abjured,or concerning the lawfulneſs of the Covenants which 
we have ſworn,or concerning the Maſle and the body of Popery, 
might not the one Party being the fewer, and no Church-TJudicato» 
ry,take upoh chem to turn over the wrong fide of the controverfie 
to a cauſe of: God's wrath upon the greater part receiving the 
ſame,and by the ſole authority of Church Seſſions, hold ir forth to 
Covgregations to be mourned for ar ſolemn Faſts, and this all be- 
fore the rent were altogether remedileſle or deſperat,8 while that 
ſmaller party were ſeeking peace and union upon right & warrant- 
able grounds, what would you have allowed unto, andwhat did'the + 
fewer part of the Church'in the time of the ſpreading of the Arrs- 
an Hereſie,and down-wards in many generations and Churches, 
* in the time of Popiſh darkneſſe and ſuperſtition? What would you 
have allowed ? And what did the fewer part of the Church of 
England in the beginning of Queen Mary her raigne ? Have we 
not many inſtances both in Sacred and Ecclefiaſtick ſtory, of the 
fewer part of the Church bearing Teſtimony againſt the corrupti- 
ons 
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ons and defeions of the greater part, and ho!ding forth their cor- 
ruptions ard defections as provoking cauſes of the Lord's wrath, 
and yer endeavouring union and peace with them in ſuch a way as 
was warrantable and allowed of GOD. To come nearer home, 

you cannot have forgotten , that upon the difference of judgment 
falling out among price and eminent Church- members of this 
Church, concerning Prelacy and the Ceremonies, that the one 
party being the fewer, and no Church- Judicatory, did turn ovec 
the one ſide of che controverſie into Cauſes of God's wrath upon 
the greater part , and did hold chem forth to Congregations to be 
mourned for, whilſt chey d:d not look upon the reot as remedileſle, 
and did not endeavor union and peace with the greater part , by 
bringing them back to the truth ., from which they had declined, 
which chough for the time it was no lefle cryed our upon by the 
Prelats and their Adhberents , then our practice is now cryed out 
upon by you , yet did the Lord bleſle it for preſerving much of the 
purity , and ſomewhat of the power of his Ordinances in the 
Land,and at laſt unto the bringiog of this wholeChurch to remem- 
ber whence they had fallen,and to repent, and do their fir works, 
Was not then the difference of judgment among prime and emi- 
nent Kirk-members,your ſelves know,that diverſe of the moſt emi- 
nent both for learningzand prudence, and piety were on both fides, 
and did not the one party,being the fewer,and no Church- |udica- 
tory,turn over the one ſide of the controverlie into Cfuſes ofGods 
wrath , and propone them to be mourned for, both in privat and 
in publick.; their Books and Sermons which are yer extant, and 
many living witneſſes in Scot1and; yea, ſundry of your ſelves who 
were Aaors in theſe things alſmuch as we,are now in this,can bear 
record of it; all which being ſo well known unto you, we wonder 
why.you ſhould ask us ſuch a queſtion, if ever we read of ſuch a 
thing in the Church ? 

To our ſtumbling at the Czuſes of your Faſts, becauſe generall 
and ambiguous, your Anſwer is, that if we had inſtanced any of 
theſe, you ſhould have anſwered,and that ſure you are, it is an un- 
juſt charge. But if it be an unjult charge, you have ſome of theſe 
whom ye conceive to ve of your own judgment,to challenge for it 
aſwell 25 us, otherwiſe give us a reaſon why they would not read 
the Cauſes of ſome of theſe Faſts, even of your laſt Faft,the Cauſes 
| _ whereof 
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whereof (as ſeems} ye think 1-aſtſyable rothischarge 3 and if it 
be an unjuſt charge;we d fare you to reli vs, why ſyme of you who 
had hand in concriving of theic C3ulics , ſaid tro ſome who were 
ſcrupling to zoyn ih an Huniliation upon them, that they were not 
meant of us; And others of you who alſo had hard in comrjving 
of them, ſaid in the Palpir, Thar zbey were meant of ws, but that 
you Shared to name u,tcſt you ſhould make your brethren odiona z 
Bur beſides theſe,we give you three other grounds of the juſtice of 
this charge. 1. The many queſtionings and doubts of many prb- 
feſors gpon the caules coacerning the meaning of ſundry ef them, 
which they ſay, they canner poſirively wnderſtand, becauje they 
way be expounded rbis Way, or that way, or both Wayes, 2, The 
ditterent meaning that is given of them by ſundry of your own 
number, borh in their Sermons and Conferences ; ſome exponing 
them of diviſions in generall; ſome, of theſe who have invaded che 
Land; ſome,of theſe of this Church who have turned aſide to In- 
dependency or Anabaptifme; ſome,of the Proteſters; and ſomc,of 
all che three. 3+ and chiefly, ſundry of the expreſſions themſclves 
which are uſed in ſeverall of theſe cauſes , do prove them to be ge- 
nerall and ambiguous. J1sſt. 1. In the third Cauſe of the Humi- 
k1tion appointed by your Aſſembly at Dwndee 165 1. you have 
theſe exprellions, Onr obſtinate continuing in theſe evils, which 
we might palpably read in the rod wherewith the Lord hath been 
fſmrting ws \, ſuch as nnſtraight dealings in our ( vyenant with 
God; but you do not let us underſtand what fort of dealings you 
mean of, in reference to our Covenant with G'O D, which was 
ro keave people in the miſt , there being then ſuch a controverſie 
over all the Land about this thing ; many, boch Miniſters & people 
pleading,thar the Treaty with the King, and the Pablick Reſoluti- 
ons, did j-cludeunſtraight dexlings in our Covenant with G O D, 
and mo, both Miniſters and Pcople denying ir, and pleading, that 
the oppoſing of theſe, did include unfitraight dealing in our Cove- 
nants with G O D. 7»ft. 2. Intheth rd Cauſe of the Faſt ap» 
pointed by your tate Aﬀſembly at Edinturgh, you do again men- 
tio (Covenant brething, eſpecially in this day of our calamity and 
tryall,and the ſbameleſſe deſp;fing of the Oath of GOD , ſo often 
and ſo lolemnty [worn by 1s , men thinking to eſcape by iniquitie, 
ana making lics threir refuge ; but ye do not let the Land __ 
an 
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Nand What ye tmean by this, wherher the oppoſing of the Public 
Rilarions,and declining your Aﬀlembly, or cikivg of chi'T ender, 
or falling off ro Indepengencie, or Anabapriſme, or any thing elſe 2 
Toft. 3. Tn the fourth and fifch Couſes of the fame Humthation, 
you mention PFALLE! breaches, which ſeems irrepzrable, breakjng hey 
wrrh breach uu breach , ——_ as Ken: breaking ans ber 
e,de precioms thing 5,4 joy 'n.. no them 
op 5 gh Ved, and Whilft 1319 thus ney fo rel yon þ foy- 
getting ber her children fil | $etuhroge in the furnace, and thew, 
Re depariwre from the true dufty me received 3n this Xiyh , 
tion from rhe communion and government thereof, chat 
fome Mfinifters & other n»ſtuble ſok!s ave rorned afitte tojrimvayy 
ro tbrir Solemn Vows and Covennnts Bat what theſe breaches are, 
who hath made the breaches? and who hath Jone all thete other 
s, ye dovoritiitation at Min chefe Cavſes \, and is nor this to 
be getierall and imbignons, eſpeciafly when there is fo much eon- 
tending what theſe things are, and why are the Authors of rhetty 
fhovid net thefe whotnye defire ro faft xnd tinmble thenifelives 
before the Lord, be particularly inſtrufted zbout this guilt , and 
whert'ie yes, thitt poor fottls may Hot be {td into'k ſnare, nor. the 
Nattie of the Lord prophatied by peſtrfying of the puiſty , gr con- 
demning the Infrocent > If. 4. tnthe Canes of your laſt Faſt, 
theend of Meareh,to which you give ſach a teſtitnony of 
rang (nd yh _ your thefe expreffions; 1. In the 


third wi ignening of all out wofull 
mt Nee tA | 4 Brio, ke grex of Chriſtian Reli- 
&@ Fn apparecit ruine of the Work of Reformation eſtabliſhed 
« And inthe fourth Cauſe, ** The fad encroach - 

(diverſe hands, arradeand kket0be tn upon the pre- 

cone boi of this Kibpd6m4 oF out Lotd Jefis Chilt: bur You 
hit condeſcerid whore the Anurtiors of thefe divifidiis, rior of 

; i phroagndus whar they are, or where + alſt theta 

Iyes; bat's+totheſt, fraves people ro grope'in the dar 

Ye 60 oppoſe your felves to thit which we fi \That 


we find'ih Golybidmitty way of Zeafing” with his that 
ay hath been'tſadlly ens Sabi in "ih Es Cove - 
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taught both by you and us,and other ſound Divines , and is to our 
ob(ervation agreeable to. theScriptures: We know that God exerci- 
ſes particular perſons one or mo , with many ſad afflitions, even 
when they hold faſt rheir integritie , and he may do ſo alſo with 
whole Nations,and haply doth he ſo ſomrimes with them,but that 
he puniſhes whole Nations & Incorporations of people with come 
mon judgments,cſpecially ſach as we have beea viſited w:th, with- 
out ſome ſpeciall ſins and provocations,we think very few (ifany) 
inſtances can be given in his Word; we have not obſerved rightly if 
ſuch common calamities and judgments, either threatncd or poured 
upon whole Nations and their Rulers , be not for ſome great pro- 
vocation preceding Ye ſay, ye are deceived if ye bave not found 
the contrary. Though you had found one or two inſtances of the 
Lords dealing otherwiſe , yet that is not the contrary of what we 
aſſert; for we did not ſay,that ix 1s alwayes fo, b:it-char in his ordi- 
nary way of dealing it hath been uſually ſo ,.and ghis moſt of the 
Judgments that are recorded in Scripture agen the Nation of the. 
Jewes who were his people, will prove: Two' inſtances you bring 
to the contrary,one from the 44 P/a/m another from the Per/ecu- 
tion! of the Primitive Chriſtians; But we. conceive, that neirher 

of the two will in the leaſt iafringe what, we ſaid. Will: ye aflert 
that what is ſpoken in P/alm 44-is meant of the body of theLord's 
$9 rpeSr 1t be taken of the Iſraclites , or of thoſe of Judah 

ore the captivity of Babylon, or of the Jewes in the dayes of 
eLntiochns , can ye give any probable grougd) from rheir) ſtory, 
that ever ſuch calamities came u them. as is.there {poken of, but 


when there was ſome grievous fin amongſt them :, Therefore ,; we 
conceive theſe things that are ſpoken of holding faſt cheir mntegri- 
| ty,and'being RedFaſl 1n ary ['s Concord ol 
rnat was COme upon the, tang of particulzr perſons amo 
them who had f 26: Cha hobo crche Nevin had revoked 
from God; and a 4 there.be not alſo ſome thang, of this kinde 
in order to the perſecution of the Primitive Chriſtans,that the ge- 
waged ie ewho profelt che Foldeh 4d grievouſly EL 
TUFte ker | Came 1eaVe,1t unto yay £0 CPNRNCET: DE 
ſides,th, Bf rays wogh © Was no Newion Sor Civil In- 
corporation gf people Chriſtian at that time , bur that the Magi- 
ſtrat eyery-where was heatheo, and therefore;is not applicable to 
what we did intend, [to witzto ſpeak of God's proceeding tg Jude: 
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ment with a people profeſſing his Name, whoſe Goyernours are of 
themſelves,or with a Nationall Church. But it ſeems ye do nor lean 
much to this defence, therefore you ſubjoyn, ** Thar: granting that 
** ſome breaches of Covenant had gone before our ſad ſtroak, muſt ir 
« therefore follow (ſay ye)that theſe were the Publick Reſolutions 2? 
If you grant this, why do ye not tel us,or whydo ye not tel the whole 
Land what they were? Ye ſeem to mſinuart, that they Were in rel as;- 
on to theſe who are oxir rod. If you doſo indeed thinkgie would be ex- 
pou of faithfull men,thatin a day of ſo great controverſie from the 
rd, ye would diſcover this iniquity that hath broughe the rod up- 
on us; Orif ye indeed mean to grant, That it was any eminent breach 
of Covenant preceding our calaiity, how can you acquit your ſelyes 
untill you declare ir,and cry it aloud? Bur next, though we were per- 
ſwaded that the breach is in theſe,ye ask us,*! If we do indeed think ic 
& 2 fin before the Lord for you who are not ſo perſwaded ro mourn 
©-for other land-deſtroying fins, which are upon all hands uncontro- 
«erred, and (leſt we ſhould haply deny)you confirm it with the pra- 
« ice of Joſ914 and the /rac/1res mourning after the defeat at a5, 
*hovgh they knew not Acbans fin; And of Fob mourning for whar 
* he knew, though there was ſomething he did not yet know, as ap- 
«© pears from his prayer 10.21. Weare ſofar from blaming you for 
mourning for uncontroverted guiltines,that we wiſh andpray,that the 
Lord may give both unto.you andunto us,to mourn more & more for 
it. That was none of the things we complained of, but that the Cauſes 
of your Faſts and humiliations, ſundry of them are ſer down in general 
ind ambiguous expreſſions, which lers not men know whatis that un- 
controverrted pguiltines for which'you mourn, but leaves it upon debate 
whether be this,or that,or the third thing;though yer we defire in 
ſobernes of mind to tel you, that your caſeisneither like that of foſana 
nor like that of Job, becauſe as they did diligently ſearch, fo did:they 
readilyrecerv the diſcovries of the iniquity that was hidde from them. 
«Ye like not (as ye ſay) the diſtinQion of godly and prophane, for- 

« ſtrengthening of faction and intereſt . Neither that, nor any other 
diſtin&ion is to be liked for fo ſelfiſh and bad an end, but for {trength+-. - 
ning of the truth (upon which accompr only we uſe it ) you cannot; 
Soy diſhke it ; if you had ſo- pleaſed, you might have brought ns 0- 
ther preſidents for following ſuch a method then ye do,' ro. wit, the 
Generall Aſſembly 1648, whoir' their Declaration againſt che un- 


lawfullEngagement,made uſe of an nt” Wal from this diftin- 
2 Aion; 
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Aion; we defive your ſelves to bethink you what ,you would have ar- 
ſwered ro theſe Engagers then-objeRting to theAllembly what ye now 
object co usmnthat points But. from what you do ſubjoyn (ir ſeems) 
thar could.ye win at it, you could alſo be content to vex your ſpirits 
with-chat which ye chiok a vanity in-us;for you tell us, ** That your 
© information fails you, if the generality of nored Pcofeſlonrs of any 
© oid Rtanding,do nor joyn with you 1a your Falts and Humiliations, 
We pray you, what do you: meanty the generality of noted Profetiors 
of any ald ſtanding? not ſack ſurely as are noted for exceſle and nor, 
for ſcandalous and looſe walking, and for oppo'ition to the Work of 
God,and'their long continuance thereing that the generality of rheſe 
dojoyn with you, ncnther your ſelves nor we, deoy; it muſt then be 
rhefe who are nored for denying ungodlinefle and worldly luſts; and 
living god:y,righteoufly and ſoberly in 4 preſent evill World; and if it 
be warrantable for you thus to diſtinguiſh, why do you. taxc it io us 2 
Bt ro-che point.it ſelf, chough haply there were ſome cruch'ia whas 
you ſay,yet.might the ryurh-of what we aflert alſo, abide ſure. There 
were inked before the beginning of the late Reformation, many gra» 
cious-ſoals in Scotland, whereof many remainuno this day, but we 
think that you will not. deny, that finec rhe renewing,the NazionalCon 
venant,. the Ordinances of God have beer-mere.cmigently bleſſed of 
Godrhenin the Pretars eime,by which ie hack come co palke, chat che 
number-of the godly hath muleiphed above what it then was; and. if 
any of rheſc,or the generality of theſe,cannot away, with, nor joyrin: 
yourFaſts,ſurely yow would not think light. of it-Bur! we cannot yeeld. 
char che generality. of noted Profeſſonrs of any old (tanding,, do joyn 
with you-in theſe, whenye have informed your ſelves more perfectly, 
we do much miſtake if you do not find it far otherwiſe. It were no. 
orear ditficulty to inſtance unto-you; not onely whole Congregations 
and: Presbycenicshur whole Burghs and:Shires, iz which (co ule your 
own language) we havenor obſervedg or. do-hearoof noted Profeſiors 
either of old or late ſtanding who do approve. of your way; Thar there 
is ſech a ſpirie- (as you ſpeak of) forring 5n theſe times, wedo cafily: 
grant, and.chat-we and all who diflike your way , have reaſon upon 
thaxconſideration, to-walk-with much.trembl-og and fear-in all rheſe 
thimgs, that we donotabuſe our libertics for a pretext.uato the fleſh, 
whit che Lord for oar-further correRion and-try all may- ſuffer to fall 
out-among us, we do:not know; but for the preſent, we ſhould deny 
the goodaciſe:of Godgit we dad not acknowledge his gaacious hand-up- 

| on 
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onthe hearts of his ar wary: > wars to fiis Ordinances;wnd 
to bave an honorable eltimation of chem; which we think ammercy f6 
much the gteater,thar ſo great cauſe of ſtumbling is given! ues the 
by many things im your Way,and particularly in your Faſts and Humi- 
lations, both in regard of the: cauſes and the carriage of many 
of your number in.eheir Prayers and Sermons; who notwithſtanding 
of your taraelh preffing upor-us not to hotd up divifions concerning 
the late -(ifkeretines, by preaching,writing; or orher wiſe, yet are fo full 
of invectives-againlt us and our way,zs char not a few who have come 
to bear them;have been driven away from:chem, and diſcouraged to 
came again: ,- as meeting with little buechat which was the grief and 
burdeiof their ſouls: We know thar there be men amongſt you'of an- 
other temper: ; but would ro God that every graciousage wiſe than 
amongſt you, were but-for a few dyes'witnelfes ro che carriage of a 
grear many'in your nitmber in their Pulpirs and Presbyteries , in rhe 
matters of & , haply ir would make chem to ack10wledge,thar 
Saran is ftirringexceedingly eo bring the Lotd's Ordinances into cors 
temper & co bring bvs pfople in diſtaſt cherof,ard co forbear ro ſtreng- 
then cheſe-mens hands any more; & to joyntheir ſhoulders for raking 
ſome ſokd and warrantable courſe whereby the Lords people may get 
ſarisfacion in the matters: of their ftumbling,8 be kept off theſe rocks 
againſt which-ſorbe bave-zfready daſhe. Whar we'ſpeak of all the pro+ 
fane of the Eandy was nor imply in order to their joyning with you, 
bur ro their joyning with you with ſuch a furious carnall zeal, which 
doth ſo-brexk out in their pleading for your humiliations,& careful ar- 
tending ſuch diers and©porcumics with dehghr & approbarion,whillt 
yer:they doiſlght orherotcafions even with your ſelves for worſhip- 
pingthe Lord: che tench/ofrhis is manifeſt through the whoke Lind, & 
ye-your ſelyes.do not deny it5whar(we beſcech you)can be the cauſe of 
rhis,boeehe finding of ſome thing/in theſe Faſts and humiliations rhat 
pleatechycheir corrupe difpoſition, or the ating of one and the ſame ſpi- 
rirrhavticsin che PablickReſolurions; if any prophane have ſeparated 
fromyow and joyned with us, it ſeems by your own concelfion,is more 
then we kaow; for ye ſay, that if we kneW them, Wwe would wot think, 
you wirkuricabid zo ſay that 13 Was nothing of conſcience that moved 
; bean! And'cruly:youthalldo us acceptable ſervice, if you will let ug 
knew thematar we riizy witnefle our diflike of their wiy unto them- 
ſelves and} orhers. Ir-rheclofe of this point you tell us, © that you ac- 
<* compte itnioreproach unto you , nor to the way of God which you 
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© maintain,though many prophane ſhould joyn in your Faſts,and two 
& things you hint at to bear off che reproach, one is, that they uſually 
« did 10 1n years by-paſt at ſuch-Faſts , -as were appointed by Publick 
* ] udicatories: Another is,that the ſame hath been objected as a mat- 
© rer of reproach againſt the Presbyterian way by others, and that we 
& our ſelvs have often anſwered it. The obje&tion was nor fimply,that 
many p:ophane did joyn in your Fafts, bur that as many ot the godly 
of the Land could not away with,nor joyn in your Faſts and humilia- 
tions,ſo all the wicked and grolly prophane, who have alwayes bated, 
and do {till hate the Ordinances of God in their power and purity, do 
with ſuch a furious carnall zeal, defend and maintain your humiliati- 
ons,and carefully attend ſuch diets and opor tunities with delight and 
approbation, and yet doſlight other occaſions even with your ſelves, 
for worſhipping the Lord; which things are nor applicable to former 
humiliations, becauſe from theſe none of the godly did withdraw, but 
did attendthem with fervencie and zeal;and next,becaufe many of the 
prophane and malignant did withdraw from publick Faſts and humi- 
liatiogs,ſomtimes openly, ſomrimes ſecretly & ſhiftingly as your ſelves 
know; and ſuch of them as did joyn in theſe Faſts, did it with no fer- 
yencie and zeal, but rather by conſtraint and unwillingly, for avoiding 
the cenſures of theKirk:Bur now it is quite contrary,manyof the god- 
ly withdraw, or if they joyn , it is with much burdenand weight of 
ſpirit; and all the wicked and prophane, joyn with a great deal of fer- 
vencie, yea quarrel with all who willnot joyn with them; a thing we 
do again defire you to-confider of, for fuch an objeRtion we have nor 
hitherto heard, muchJefle apfwered,againſt the Presbyterian way. To 
your ſtumbling at the alledged ſpreading of doubles of our Lerter, be- 
fore it came to your hands, we anſwered already. And to your quiting 
of your judgment anent chePublick reſolutions,as neceſlarily previous 

to an union,we have alſo ſpoken in part,and ſhall ſpeak more anon, - 
Having anſwered our Lerter,ye ſhew us, that ye wil not take mpon 
you to ſptak, your ſenſe of that Way wherein we have walked this time 
paſt,becauſe (ſay you) the Gen. Aſſembly having ſpoken ſo much to 
that purpoſe whom if we do not hear,ye conceive netther Wil be hear 
you. We ate not conſcious to our ſelves of deſpifing the yoyce' of any 
free lawful Gen-Afſembly,and till ye prove yours to be ſuch,you have 
no reaſon to charge us with this, though your Aſſemblies age nor law- 
fyll-nor free, we have heard and conſidered what they hive faid,-and 
are ſtil willing to hearzejther you or them, & to hearken alſomnro and 
xeceive 
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receive apy poigt of cruth chat Chaſbe holden forth: ungo us-In the laſt 
place you.do propound unto us ſome Quzrees, to which ye carneſt 
crave and expe an Anſwer, becauſe you conceive a clear and difſti 
Anſwer to the things which you "mayer ur much ſatisfie the minds 
of many,concerning the ſincerityof our endeayours for healing,and our 
williogneſs to remoye gheſe things , which in che apprehenſion of ma- 

are reall impediments and (tumbling-blocks , caſt in the way of U- 
nion and Peace. We are indeed prone to think, that plain and through 
dealing in ſome things 0a both hands, may contribute for clearing one 
anothers mindes; and haply far begetring a betcer underſtanding, and 
making way for Peace,and Union : therefore without anxious inqui- 
ring whether an zpprehenſion,that eicher we'would not;or could not, 
without great diſadvantage anſwer theſe Q1zrees.,, had any ſway in 
pr ing the ſame;, we ſhall endeavour to fatisfie your defire , by 
giving clear and diſtiact anſwers,thercunto , and ſo much the rather, 
becanſe weexpetfrom you equall dealing in the Quzrees , which for 
mutuall ſatisfaion we ſhall hereafter propound unto you. - 

phy je eAnſ. tothe firſt Decree. 

- We do not conceive that we can have no union with you, untill-ye 
profeſſe an alexation of your judgment ; we have [kill kept union in 
many things with.yeu; but if, you mean of An naion 07 Jayotaching in 
a Gen-Aſlembly,we do not ſce how it will be ſolid or durable,or tend 
to edification and ſecuring the Work of Reformation, until ye profeſs 
an alteration of your judgment , or give ſecurity to build ear 
upotrthe foundation and principles of the blk Refolucon by pro- 
fecyting of the or making uſc thereof for the time to come , and 


z 


is no more then ye,require of us in order to Union and Peace. 
| Anl, tethe ſecond Dnerce, ' | 


::i Lodo fax 88 yelhave beep Authors and Abettors of the Pablick Re- 
RM 49:;he Law and to the Teſimony,and co 


the G— nd Solemn Engagements of chis Church,and Shay 
ven vexy'prejudiciall ro the Work of God, and brought forth che per- 
ſecution. of ſundry of his Miniſters and Peoplezand have lad a founda- 
tion fr ng of many, of them,becauſe of cheir cleaving to their 
wp 3596 have been Authors and Abextors of thelrthi % 
and do i TReTFROTP. endeavor to proſecute the ſame;in ſo far 
weconceivgpou-to be ſcandalous, and the more unfit to fit 'n Church- 
Juidicatories;efpegally in che Gen- Aſſembly, which isthe chief Jadi- 
eatory Whore all cngrm-ics oughoto be helped, and grievances _ 
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F$ed;and theref6re had more f| dared of perfots+hac axe 
blameteſſe ; md rheſeartno worte thotghts'v yu Viet yotuve of 
0s; you not only look npoh us as fcanddlousand-unfic ro fitin the Ju- 
dicatories of tht Church, eſpecially in SeniAllembaipen the accoum of 
our difftrences;bur upon the ſatne RO heve made As For cenſus 
ring us,and caftmg us on of rhe Fad#cacories, nad Have afbually yentu- 


red and-removed ſundry ofus,borh Minifters, 8 tulinp Elders already, 
Amſ.to the rhird Dneree, 

Asong 2s theſe who ated in, and approved of the1ate Aſlembly at 
Dumdee do profeſs their purpoſe roHeave to thae Alemb. & to/hod 
faſt and promove,and proſecure theſe atings; we to thick ituglawfill 
ro joyn in an Aſc mb.made up for the molt part of theſe (if by joyning 
in anAſſemb.with them, you mean(as we think youdoJour concurring 
or conſenting to make them Members, or that they ſhould fir & voye 
cherein)becaufe in that Aſſemb»whichyet was noAﬀembahey Yid nor 
only make many corrupt Ads, very prejudicrallt6 the Work-of God, 
but alſo ena®t perfecurion agarnſt many godly men , and exccurcit 4+ - 
eainſt ſome,for no other cauſe, but becauſe of thedoing of their duty, 
and if they ſhould hold faſt, and prommvye and profeette theſerhings, 


we da'nor Techvw we could be lawfully concutring- or conſenting to 
cheir firting in'4o Aſembly; Your ihftrencebF abBiiming! Synod: anal 
feodh ene [raking off owr Minſter; alfo, teh been often ag 


Ce fReg Filer Pahytacs lSyagdr, ae prog cen 
tits of Roliog Elders ies & , «nd-purtion. 
ode of Kirk : d-y06iPole porront and the ſame cauſe; allowing rheſe 
Etders of our fudgwnent; liberty tofir'in Seffiotis;thouph yer yedo hor 
think them worthy to fit im Pregbyteries or Sytods.- 

 Anſ- td the fourth D were, - 

We know note of our jndgment who refuſtts* ſoy wirh you: in 
the Publick xcknowledgment of uhcontroverted giillenale; ondy be-' 
canfe you catmot gb over yout Yght to 'atkhowiedpe” that fore fih 
which yourfteem to have beeri a duty, and therefore we' neetl cite no 
Scriptures —mranren Separation for that only cauſe,all of our yadg» 
ment do orgidzrily and frequently foyn with you ti-che -pulilicls acs: 
knowtedgmen by I cred pi a6 wes dy hens 
refuſe to joyn 2s In your phbſlick Fiſts; -it $ti6rForuhor ohthy: 
reaſoÞ Which yoo allezdge”, birt fortheſe reaſons, widely witere, 
1.Becauſe,wtnift you have ig ſuch rachoriry for indidiiniy rheſePaſts; 
yer ye do pretend to a cothinon authority over this whole Ghurthy by 
hes vertue 


| 07... 
vertne of Which you do indi them. 2. eta nt foe make fandry 
of the reaſons of them general and ambiguous; of which we have 
ſpoken beſorc. 3. Bectple theſe Reaſons ars to-proſecuted and ex- 
plained, as juſtity1ng that 'which is evil, and: condemning that 
Whichis good; and if yohthiok that th. ſe and ſuch cauſes as theſe 
ſhould be of no weight to make us forbear to joyn in your Faſts, 

then why do not you alſo joyn'in ours.  - | 

w 't -* Anſwer to the fifth 2 nert. 

If by theſe erronious Miniſters, whom you alleadge to have +- 
vowedly (pitted apon their mothers face &c.you mean any of theſe 
who cleave upto us (as we have ſomercaton to think thac you do, 
becauſe this is the uſual deſcription that many of your naukberdo 
give of us in their Priyers , Sermons, and Conferences) then you 
need not to wonder that we do not cordially joynand excite to the 
cenfuring of ſuch;becuuſe we. do not coriceive them to be guilty of 
that crime of whith youacouſe them ,7.and for which you thick 
them worthy to be/cerifured;"'If 'you mcan of the Minitters who 
have fepartated chemſetves tr om this Church, when yourhave an- 
{wered the queſtion i1xrcgard of your ſelves, it 1s/h1ke that you will 
alſo find an#otwer m regard of us- fo far as were therein concer= 
ned..T's joyri with yowin thar phtticular by-yertue of the Autho- 
rity andActs of your: wo lare {Afſemblies, we caanot;, beeauſe we 
donotuckhowledye that Authority, and thoſe Acts. If you 
of our joyning i0'Synodgand*Þregbyreries; we know no (lackneſs 
that hath been/peculiar to os in this particular intheleJudicatories, 
hy ns vamber hath ave t t it ſeaſonable: and for 
| 'ro draw forth cenfares agaiolt ſack, until more pains 
ſhould be taken upon/them for reclaiming of ther, and haply in this 
they had moſt of theſe, who ure of your own way, of one judgment 
with themgatherwiſeewhy hathirnoc been done, if ye judge it both 
lawful andexpeditor'withour taking further. pains upon them, bow 
canyouexcule yourſelves for negleRing of it, lecing you are the 
- plurality-in ſome Presbyteries and Synods, where ſome of theſe 


Miniſters do refide, and do challevge to your ſelves, and in other 


things exerciſe the ſupream Mioiſterial Authority aver thisChurch 
and 411 the Members thereof + And if you judge it not-expedient, 
why de'you blame any of our number for to judging ? There is as 
hinovr practiſe as may convince you that we are vo patrons of 
Ertorsjnor of crronious perſons in _ Errors, yea ſomewhat wy 
4 TIAL | 
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( it we may ſay it without boaſting) then hath yet appeared jn the 
pratiie of 1hele who challenge us. | 
: |  eAfnfwer te tbe fxth Df uaye. 

Concerning your fixth Quare,we have tpoken our judgment al- 
ready in our Anl{wer to your Reply to our Letter,and Lo necd not 
to repcat it again, ooly:to that which you ſay, that if it were done 
by others it would ſeem Prelatical like. We reply, That this, or the 
like equivalent of it, hath been done by famous men of this Church 
who were moſt anti-Prelatical, yea, by fore of the moſt anti-Pre- 
latical amongſt your felves,who now chalenge it it others; a point 
ſo recent in memory that 1t can eaſily be atteſted by wavy liviog 


witnciles: 221 I 
Anſ\Wver to the ſeventh Dare. 

If the third part,or half the number of Church members come'to 
2gc, be found ignorant ur ſcandalous, it i$. ve; fault. to debar them 
from the Lords Table but a thing 1 t [tp de-done 2 And if 
you mean it of perſons nat: ignorantior we know nonerbf 


our number thathave devarred either1he thirdpartzor half the vum- 


berof the Church» members come to age; 4s Yowor thy to commul- 
Aicatc, though haply they may have'ddlayce toadmit them, eicher 
becaule they refuſed to/come amt ſubmit ahomſelves totral; or be- 
naar ancanyaror yer here tg yon er 
n, but'ver oth to: nciples and p 0 
this Church, which requires Miniſter: to-take eryal of the know» 
ledge and carriage of his Parochinersthar he may fand:them qua- 
lifed thereanenr,>efore he admit them, cithen by {utfcient 
nials thereof From, ether Cangregmtians Whenee they bave-contc, 
or by. enquiry andtrial made by! kim{c1t and; hig Elders ' * 
he poſitive fig ww _ wes keſc 
T ivefigns of real Repentance we require. ih theſe 
who are to be received after featdebumn he fellaarſhip of this 
Chureh,are the ſame; and no othier then age requised by the uncon» 
—_ General Aſſecgblies of this —_— and —— 
ne and Aﬀts concerning this purpaſc, to wit, by the 
Aſembly 1571- in the-month of F«ne; which:doth ordain and-ap- 
point, That none be admitted to publick Repentance; /except that 
may be/ admitted thereunto:by the :Seflion and Allkmbly 
of the Miniſters and Elders, in whic b-thcy ought ſharply to be ex- 
utero Meg 
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hatred of fin and {orrow for the tame, and what ſenſe und feeling 
they have of Gods-metcies, in the which if they be i , they 
ought Wy to be inſtructed : for it is bur a mocking to preſent 
fach to publick Repentancegas neither underſtand what (in js, what 
repentance is, what grace is, nor by whom Gods mertie and fa- 
your is purchaſed. Thep after that the offetider ſhall be inſtructed 
in the Aſſembly ſo, that he have ſome taſt of Gods judgitietits, but 
chiefly of Gods mercies in Chriſt Jclus. He may be preſented be- 
fore the publick Church, &c and by the Gen. Aſlembly 1596. in 
the month of March, renewed and revived by the Aſſembly 1638, 
which ordains, That none falling in publick flanders, be reccived 
in the fellowſhip of the Church, except his Miniſter have ſoine ap- 
pearance and warrant in conſcience, that he hath both a feeling of 
fio,and apprehevlion of mercic; 2nd fot this effect that the Miniſter 
travel with him by DoAtine and private inſtruftion to tring him 
hereto, and ſpecially in the Doftrine of Repemance, which being 
negleRed,the publick place of Repentance 1s turned into 8 moek- 
jog : And by the Gen. Aſſembly 1645. in the month of J#ly,which 
doth appoint, That becaufe many have heretofore made ſh. w and 
profeſſion of their Repentarice who were not convinced of their 
guiltine(s, nor hambled for the ſame,but aid thereafter return with 
the dog to the voniit,and the ſow to the puddle, unto the mockiog 
of God and the exceeding great reprotch of his Cauſe ; therfore for 
the better determining the trath and ſincerity of the Repentance of 
thefe who defire to be admitted to the Covenant and Communion, 
it is *ppointed and ordatned, That none of theſe perſons who are 
debarred from the Covenant and Communion , ſhall be admitted 
and received thereto, but ſuch as after exaQ trial (hall be found for 
ſome competent time before or after the offer of their Repentance 
according to.the deferetion of the reſpeRive Judicatories, to have 
intheir ordinary converſation given teſtimony of their diſlike of the 
late unlzawtul Engagement, and of the courſes and wayes of Malig- 
nants,and of their forrow for their acceſſion to the ſamegarid to live 
{oberly, rightcouſly and godly, If you do atlow of theſe figns ( #5 it 
would ſeerw = do, by your Preface to the Anſwer to our Propofi- 
tions at £divbwrgH in 7Fuly 1652.) #5 that which ought tobe re- 
quired in perlons who are to be received after icandal in fcllows- 
ſhip of the Church, and yet think that they may not be required in 
admitting of Church-members —_ {clves 80 gireareafon 
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of your own. judgment. As forus. we do in the matter of Church- 
members, and things that ate to-be requiredlnadmitting of them, 
adhere to the received Dofrine'of this Church aſwell as in the for- 
mer; and if avy thing relating either ta the one ortothe other, we 
have departed therefrom, you would let us knaow'it. 

enſwer to the” ninth Quare. - } 
Before we give you a reaſon of ſuch a praftiſe, we mult firſt know 
it to be true ; we doubt if any of your judgment, otherwiſe rightly 
qualified, have been caſt out of Church Seflions by any of our num- 
ber upon the accompt of their differing from vs; If torother rele- 
vant and uncentroverted caules , they be cither judicially remo- 
ved,or charged n an orderly or peaceable way,why do you charge 
1t upon this ? And therefore natwithſtanding this charge, we have 
ſtil] reaſon to cry out againſt the Ac of your late Aﬀembly, which 
you do not ſo faithfully repeat as need were when you ſay,*It doth 
< ordain only ſuch as adhere to the Proteſtations againſt the Al- 
© #. mbly to be laid aſide only from voicing in Presbyteries and Sy- 
©* nods, becauſe it ordains the ſam: alſo againſt theſe who will not 
© judicially under their hands engage themſelves, not to hold up 
< differences, &c.** you do not only leave out this, but alſo bear 
your Readers in hand that that which you'mention is all, when yet 
by another AR of your former Aﬀembly; which you have not re- 
peated, you have ordained, *That all theſe who will not acknow- 
© ledge the conſtitution thereof, or who do not aquieſce nor ſub- 
«* mit to the Aft thereof, ſhall be proceeded againlt with the cen- 
©* ſures of this Kirk.** And will not this caſt them out of Seflions 
alſo,and at laſt out of the Church it ſelf ? 
Anſwer to the temth 2 nexe, 
Is this Q12re, by which you ask, **What warrant or approven 
e« precedent 1n this or aqy ref 5rmed Kirk can we ſhew for our ad- 
&* mitting Ruling Elders and private perſons in our publick Meets 
« ings, to pray publickly amongſt ſo many Miailters.** Is this (we 
ſay ) one of theſe things concerning which you did preface, that 
our cleer & diſtin anſwer thereto would ſatisfie much the minds 
of mary concerning the ſincerity of our endeavors for healing, 
and our will-ngnels to remove theſe things, whick in the apprehen» 
ſions ofmany are real impediments anJ ſtumbling-blocks calt inthe 
way of union and peace ; We profeſs,we wonder how you ſhould 
make ſuch a ſtir 8dout ſo ingocent and harmleſs a practiſe, yea, 25 
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is circamſtantiat ſo commendable and chriſtian, and edifying a 

praRtiſe. We meettogether in a day of temptation and calamity, 
8nd-not in a judicial capacity but in a voluntary way for ſeeking of 
the Lords face, and for encourzgirg and comforting one anot her , 
and for conſidering what we ought to do, and what we ought not 
todo in reference to the tryals and ſnares of theſe times ; an4 be- 
cauſe.jin theſe Meetings able and golly Elders and Profeffours are 
ſometimes defired to pray, you riot on!y print it among your Ob» 
ſervations about the late differences, as a new way in the Kirk of 
Scotland, and all reformed Kirks, and that which (mels much of 
the way of Independents, but alſo put us to a Quere upon it, to 
| give our warrant for it,as"1f it were ſome very unwarrantable thing. 
»J Would to God there were nothing in'the way of Independents 
that ſmels worſe then this ; we cannot endure to have it (aid, that 
this is aoy of the things that differenceth the Presbyterian wayfrom 
the Independant way,and by infinuating thereof, as you do give jult 
occaſion of ſtumbling to many, to you do injury to the truth, Bat 
to your Queſtion. 1. We would know if you would allow a Ru- 
ling Elder, or a Profeflor, to pray in any Mecting where a Miniſter 
is preſent , and if in any Mzeting, why not in theſe Meetings of 
ours which are ſo circumſtantiat > 2. You may be pleaſed to ax*k 
ſundry of your own number, particularly the Reverend and wor= 
thy Brother by whole hands your Letter was tranſmitted unto us, 


med Kirk they did countenance & allow this practice in ſuch Mee- 
> < tings as ours 10 the time of the Prelats. 3+ We deſire yowroleok 
upon the Records of the Aficmyly at Edinbnrgh, in the year 1567 
in the month of 7«ne,and ſce who was Moderator of that Meeting, 
and we do not think that 'you will ſay, That he prayed notio the 
' Meeting, orthat he might not have beca admitted to pray by the 
{ame warrant that he was admitted to moderate. 4- We find it the 
praGtſe of the reformed Church in France, which is alſo warranted 
and approven in their form of Church Diſcipline, That the Elders 
upon ordinary daycs pray publickly in the Cangregayon in rhe ab- 
ſence of their own Miniſter. And 1s this praiſe forborn, or beco- 
meth it unwarrantable if other Miaiſters be preſent ar the Mceting? 
5. By the fame warrant that we may 10 extrajudicial Mectings ad- 
mit Ruling Elders and Pcofeſſours to deſire others by their conte- 
rences where Miniſters are preſent, by the ſame warrant may we 
alſo admit them to edific them by prayer. Is not Prayer ane - che 
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by what warrant or approven precedent in this or any other refore - 
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duties of mutual Edification which ate competeht to-all Chriftians 
inrefercnce one to another, afwel as conferenceis. 7 
Anſwer tothe eleventh Dunere, | 

We aſfame the power of the Commiſſion,becauſe it was commit- 
ted unto us by theEitneralAlembly 1650. fince which time there 
hath been podawtilfree General Aſſembly in this Church, If 2 
quorum, or mimber of Commiſſioners have deſerted, 
or given up theirtruſt4a theſe to whom t hey ſhould not have given 
it up,45s having no power to reccive it from them ; it doth not ther- 
fore follow, that we ſhould do fo alfo, or that we being a quorum 
ſheuld not claim and keep that truſt. That ſome of our ſelves were 
a part of theſe who gave it up,is more thert we know,and until you 
bring good evidence for it,you will give us leave to ſulpend our af- 
{ent tothe truth of it. We will find onr ſelves accomptable to the 
next free lawful GAfſemb. of the Kirk of Scotland, which another 
quorum of our Commiſſion, nor any elſe that is a member of this 
Church can warrantably decline ; and as none who ſhal ſo do (hal 
therein be approven by us, ſo ds we not know any juſt ground to 
fear any ſach thing of a 9#0-»m of our Commiſion. 

eAnſwer to the twelfth © mere. 

W hat though this were true, that we neither frave nor had at 

of oor Meetings fiace the expiring of the year 1650. the ſubſcribed 
Commyiſlion given to us by the General Afﬀemb)y 165c, yet before 
chat time and after, the Aſſembly giving of that Commiſſion unto 
ns, we had it at many of our Mcetings, by which we attained the 
knowledge of the powers, members, quorum, and datethereot. Is 
i a ſufficient reaſon why we may not a4 by vertue thereof, becauſe 
it hath periſhed through the injury and violence of the times, or 
beeauſe Others have given ic up into the hands of theſe who had no 
power to receive it, or becauſe the Clerks Depnte in whole cuſto« 
die it was,denies to produce it to us ; no indifferent man will think 
that eaſusl events, or fraud, or viokence upon the written Commil- 
fiott ſhould diveſt us of the power committed to us thereby ; upon 
ſappolal that your Commiſſion from your Aflembly at D#ndeehad 
periſhed at £150t, would you have thought it a good 4rgument why 
you ſhould have laid afide your power > Or gpon ſuppoſal that all 
the Kirk Regiſters had periſhed either by fire or water,or been vio- 
ey A Ioandierly afrer the tiſing of the Aﬀemb. 1650. 
will youtay,” that rhe Commiſſioners nominated by chat Aﬀembly 
could not warrantably have aRed: any thing in Pas > 
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cauſe the Commiſſion was loft:W here we pray you was the Com- 
miflion of theſe Cotmmilfioners who were authors of the Publick 


& - mars — raged plu oog fy oe 16502 had they it rhey in 
" their 0, or could they command it ? your (elves know It to 
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be otherwiſe ; yet did they to d 
not withltanding the want thereof, þ Þo ſo al- 
ſo, it there be pothivg to let us-hurt the, 3 
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truth, 25 you do inlmuare it to be. G_. 
. eAnſwer to the thirteenth Quere, 
The power which we have and claim is'the power of the Com- 
miſffiorof the Aflembly 1650 whick as ta the fubſtarials is the 
ſame with that of the former Commiflion, though io regard of cir- 
cumftarices, and ſome particulars therein, the pewer is tobe cxer- 
ciſed there by ſome diffcrence. If we cannot but know that: the 
meunbers and q#0r«m are not the ſame, why do ye quarrel with 
us in your former Q arc,a3 though we did not know the members 
and quorxm of the Commifſion 1650. And do-we not know them 
afwell as the authors of the Publick Refolations did in December, 
1650. when the fandamentals was laid of our preſent differences? 
; Anſwer tothe fourteenth Qgare. 
It feems by this laſt Quere that you your (elves do not lay much 
weight upon what you 11d. formerly ask us, to wit, How We £48 
pretend to att by verewue of the Commiſſion 1650, Which We neither 
have, nor never had at any of our Meetings ;, becauſe it ſeems you 
canccive that we might haply have anauthentick extraRt thereof, 
npon which ye propound this new Quere. IF the printing of our 
| xflon be of tuck importance'ss you hold it forth, we my 
Maply hereafter have opportuoiry to ſatisfie you jnthat ; but if you 
do think this ſo neceſſary, becauſe our Commiſſion is ſo much que- 
Rioned in the powers, members, q*0rxm, and the very being of ut, 
why did not: you: print your Commiſion from-the Aflemviy at 
Dandee, or that from yoor late Aflembly at Fdinbargh, which 19 
as much queſtioned 1a all theſe as ours 1s 2 
We:have now-an{wered your Qr ares clearly and diſtinfly,that 
you'may know our judgmentapor every one of thery,/ and do ex- 
pe&ibelike meaturcof mgenuity- and coudeſcendence from you 
propounding unto you ſome oeher queſt ors concotmng fo.16 
Me cio way;unto Which your dire& 2nd clear Anſw-rs may 
clewing therof in opr confciences, at1'd 10 the conic 
of the Lords People thorow 
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